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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In 2016, the SR 826 (Palmetto Expressway) from US 1/SR &5 to SR 836 (Dolphin
Expressway) was evaluated by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
District Six to determine the feasibility of adding express lanes along the corridor
as part of the regional express lanes system. This regional network is currently
under development by the FDOT, the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority (MDX)
and the Florida's Turnpike Enterprise (FTE).

The results of the feasibility study recommended that several design concepts
move forward into the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) phase. The
PD&E phase of this project is fully funded by the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) (432639-1-22-01). Additionally, the project is included in the
Miami-Dade TPO'’s Fiscal Year 2019-2023 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.

1.1 Project Description

The Forida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Six recently started a Project
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for a section of SR 826 (Pametto
Expressway) approximately seven miles in length from US T (SR 5) to SR 836 (Dolphin
Expressway) (see Figure 1-1). The PD&E Study is proposing corridor improvements that
will add highway and interchange capacity with the implementation of an express
lanes system and interchange improvements. The project is located in Miomi-Dade
County, Florida and is contained within unincorporated Miami-Dade.

The PD&E Study will evaluate the following potential types of improvements:

e Implementation of dynamically priced express lanes.

e Access and ramp connections to and from the express lanes (ingress and
egress access points).

e Interchange improvements — Modification of existing entrance and exit
ramps serving the interchanges within the project limits.

e Intersection improvements — Widening and turn lane modifications along the
cross streets to facilitate the ramp modifications and improve the access and
operation of the corridors upstream and downstream from the interchanges.
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SR 826, between US 1 and SR 874 (Don Shula Expressway), consists primarily of six
travel lanes (three lanes in each direction). Between SR 874 and SR 836, the corridor
consists primarily of ten travel lanes (five lanes in each direction) and two
undesignated High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes (one in each direction). This
segment of SR 826 is functionally classified as an Urban Other Freeway/Expressway
and has a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour. The access management
classification for this corridor is Class 1.2, Freeway in an existing urbanized area with
limited access.

There are ten existing interchanges within the project limits. Eight of the ten interchanges
provide connection to arterial/collector facilities. The other two are major system-to-
system interchanges (SR 826 with SR 874 and SR 826 with SR 836). These system-to-system
interchanges provide a connection between major expressways, which services and
distributes traffic originating from or destined to the north, south, east, and west portions
of Miami-Dade County.

Page 9
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1.2 Purpose and Need
The overall goals and objectives of this PD&E Study are described below:

e Evaluate the implementation of an express lanes system that will improve
safety, capacity, operations, regional express lane network connectivity,
expressway/interchange access, mobility, and emergency evacuation.

e |dentify the appropriate express lanes typical section that, combined with
strategic ingress and egress locations, will service the users of the area and
achieve the Purpose and Need.

e Provide relief from existing and projected traffic congestion.

e Improve the safety of the SR 826 mainline corridor by addressing speed
differentials and lane weaving deficiencies between interchanges.

e Support the optimal operations of the existing roadway network.

e Maintain consistency with the current SR 826 Express Lanes Project, from SR
836 to I-75, and local projects.

e Once a conceptual alternative is selected, the improvements will be
prioritized based on the area needs (short-term vs. long-term), logical
segmentation and funding.

The need for this project is to add capacity to the SR 826 corridor to meet future
transportation demand, improve travel time reliability and to provide long-term
mobility options. Other considerations for the Purpose and Need of this project
include safety, system linkage, freight movement, and emergency evacuation.
The primary and secondary needs for the project are discussed in further detail
below.

Capacity = The project traverses four of the six fransportation planning areas
(Central, Northwest, South, and West) as identified within the Miami-Dade
Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.
The greatest population and employment growth between the years 2010 and
2040 within  Miami-Dade County is expected to occur within the South
transportation planning area. Population within this area is projected to increase
by 49.6 percent while employment is projected to increase by 64.5 percent. The
other three transportation planning areas are also anticipated to grow modestly
between this same period. Population within Central is projected to increase by
27.9 percent and employment by 32.5 percent. Population within Northwest is
projected to increase by 20 percent and employment by 41.9 percent.
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Population within West is projected to increase by 12.5 percent and employment
by 42.5 percent. The projected growth in the area will result in a significant
increase in fravel demand and further deteriorate the conditions of the already
congested SR 826 corridor.

Safety - According to the FDOT Crash Analysis Reporting System there were a total
of 2,531 crashes along the corridor within the project limits between the years 2011
and 2013, of which 1,522 (60.1 percent) were rear-end crashes and 259 (10.2
percent) were fixed object crashes. These types of crashes can be attributed to
the heavy levels of congestion and operational weaving conditions within the
project area. The majority of the total crashes occurred between milepost 5.7 and
6.8 (between SW 24th Street and north of Flagler Street), resulting in 811 injuries
and one fatality.

Safety along the corridor will be enhanced with the construction of the express
lanes. Implementing express lanes will improve mobility, reduce congestion and
provide additional travel options along the corridor. Diverting some of the future
traffic volumes from the general use lanes to the express lanes, will help increase
gaps along the general use lanes providing more space for vehicles entering SR
826. The express lanes will also help reduce tailgating and improve traffic flow
while separating long distance trips from local trips. Separating these trips will
reduce weaving and sideswipe crashes. The express lanes will also create added
capacity helping the corridor to operate more efficiently during emergency
evacuation events.

System Linkage - SR 826 connects southern Miami-Dade County to northern
Miami-Dade County and serves as a feeder route to the county's busiest east-
west transportation corridor, SR 836. The SR 826 corridor provides system-level
connections to I-75, Florida's Turnpike, SR 874, and I-925. In addition, SR 826 is
designated as a Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) facility. The section of SR 826
from US 1 to SR 836 serves the major western Miami-Dade County growth areas
along SW 8th Street, SW 40th Street and the Dadeland South area. The corridor
also provides access to Miami International Airport north and east of SR 836 and
to the Dadeland Mall at SW 88th Street. This SR 826 southern segment (from US 1
to SR 836) is the final segment of a larger express lanes project for the SR 826
corridor. The northern segment, which extends from SR 836 to |-75, is already under
construction. When complete, this regional system will greatly improve capacity,
safety, connectivity, and peak-hour travel fimes.
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Freight — SR 826 is an integral component of the regional freight network carrying
over 10,000 trucks a day according to the 2014 Miami-Dade County Freight Plan
Update. The addition of express lanes along SR 826 would create a more efficient
roadway network, improving traffic flow in the general use lanes. While trucks are
not allowed in express lanes, the enhanced traffic conditions along SR 826 would
aid in the movement and delivery of freight.

Emergency Evacuation - In accordance with Miami-Dade’s Comprehensive
Development Master Plan, SR 826 is listed as a local evacuation route in Miami-
Dade County. This corridor is critical in facilitating fraffic movement during
emergency evacuation periods as it connects to other major arterials and
highways of the state evacuation route network. Increasing the capacity of the
SR 826 corridor will reduce evacuation times needed for residents of Miami-Dade
County during emergency and hurricane evacuations.

Page 13
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2.0 PROJECT STUDY AREA

The project study area consists of the existing and proposed right-of-way (ROW)
limits for the viable Build Alternatives. The study area is of sufficient size to identify
potential direct and indirect effects of the viable Build Alternatives on the
sociocultural effects that may occur within or adjacent to the project corridor.

SR 826, between US 1 and SR 874, consists of five to six 12-foot wide general use
lanes (three lanes in the northbound direction and two to three lanes in the
southbound direction) with 12-foot wide auxiliary lanes at selected locations, 11.5-
foot to 13-foot wide paved outside shoulders, 11-foot wide paved inside
shoulders, a 2-foot wide median barrier wall, and outside barrier walls. Between
SR 874 and SR 836 the corridor consists primarily of twelve 11-foot to 14-foot
general use lanes (six lanes in each direction), 8-foot to 10.5-foot wide outside
shoulders, 11-foot wide paved inside shoulders, a 2-foot wide median barrier wall,
and outside barrier walls. The two typical sections for SR 826 are depicted in Figure
2-1 and Figure 2-2.
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The existing limited access right of way varies within the study limits. The right of
way is generally consistent throughout the corridor except at the interchanges,
where it varies to accommodate entrance and exit ramps. Table 2-1 summarizes
the available right of way along the corridor.

Table 2 - 1: S ummary of Existing Right of Way

. Right of Wa

Roadway Section W?dih (feef)y
Us1 SW 104t Street — SR 826 118

SW 98t Street — SW 88th Street (Northbound Ramp) 154

SW 98t Street — SW 88th Street (Southbound Ramp) 147

SW 88t Street — Sunset Drive 210

Sunset Drive — Miller Drive 205

Miller Drive — SR 874 350
Sk 826 SR 874 - Bird Road 360

Bird Road — Coral Way 317

Coral Way — SW 8t Street 200

SW 8t Street — Flagler Street 250

Flagler Street — SR 836 460
SR 874 Miller Drive — SR 826 248

Source: FDOT ROW Survey
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3.0 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

Alternatives evaluated during the PD&E Study include the No-Build Alternative
and the Build Alternatives as described below. Alternatives were developed and
evaluated based on the ability to meet the project purpose and needs.

e No-Build Alternative — The No-Build (no construction) Alternative will include
currently planned and programmed improvements.
e Build Alternatives — The three recommended alternatives from the SR 826
Planning Feasibility Study will be evaluated during the PD&E Study.
e Alternative 1 proposes one express lane in each direction between SW 56
Street and SR 874 and two express lanes in each direction between SR 874
and SR 836.
e Alternative 2 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1
and SR 874 and two express lanes between SR 874 and SR 836.
e Alternative 3 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1
and SR 874 and two express lanes between SR 874 and SR 836, one at-grade
and one elevated.

The PD&E Study will identify other types of reasonable corridor and interchange
improvements to support the optimal operations of the express lanes system.

3.1 No-Build Alternative

The No-Build alternative proposes keeping the existing corridor into the future
without corridor improvements. No fraffic capacity, operation, or safety
improvements would be implemented throughout the corridor. The effect
associated with this alternative includes the acceptance of existing highly
congested fraffic conditions. Also, travel demand and fruck traffic will increase
significantly over the next 20 years, given the continued growth expected in this
area of Miami-Dade County. This alternative is considered to be a viable
alternative to serve as a comparison to the study’s proposed corridor alternatives.

The No-Build alternative has a number of positive aspects, since it would not
require expenditure of public funds for design, construction, right of way and/or
utility relocation. Traffic would not be temporarily disrupted due to construction,
avoiding inconveniences to local residents and businesses. Also, there would be
no direct or secondary impacts to the environment, the socio-economic
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characteristics, community cohesion, or system linkage of the area. The No-Build
alternative includes the existing transportation network and any funded, planned,
or programmed improvements open to traffic by the design year 2045. The No-
Build alternative includes improvements that are elements of the MPO’s
Transportation Improvement Program, the 2040 Miami-Dade Cost Feasible Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the FDOT's Adopted Five-Year Work Program,
any local government comprehensive plans and/or any development mitigation
improvement projects that are elements of approved development orders.

The SR 826 corridor, north of SR 874, has a 14-foot wide inside fravel lane. This lane
is intended to be a High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane once the final
improvements are completed at the SR 826/SR 836 Interchange. However, these
lanes were never officially designated. This lane was designated as an HOV lane
as part of the previous SR 826 Corridor Master Plan and PD&E Studly.

The No-Build roadway typical sections, within the study limits, are the same as the
existing sections plus any future planned improvements. SR 826, between US 1 and
SR 874, consists of five to six 12-foot wide general use lanes (three lanes in the
northbound direction and two to three lanes in the southbound direction) with 12-
foot wide auxiliary lanes at selected locations, 11.5-foot to 13-foot wide paved
outside shoulders, 11-foot wide paved inside shoulders, a 2-foot wide median
barrier wall, and outside barrier walls. Between SR 874 and SR 836 the corridor
consists primarily of twelve 11-foot to 14-foot general use lanes (six lanes in each
direction), 8-foot to 10.5-foot wide outside shoulders, 11-foot wide paved inside
shoulders, a 2-foot wide center barrier wall, and outside barrier walls. The two
typical sections for SR 826 are depicted in Figure 3-1 and Figure 3-2.

FDOT is currently constructing a SR 826 project adding express lanes between SW
8th Street and I-75 (FPID# 432687-1-52-01), which partially overlaps with the PD&E
Study limits. These improvements are expected to be open to traffic before the
implementation of this project. Therefore, these improvements will be considered
as part of the No-Build Alternative (see Figure 3-3 and Figure 3-4).
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Figure 3 - 4: No-Build Alternative Lane Geometry and Configuration (2 of 4)
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Figure 3 - 4: No-Build Alternative Lane Geometry and Configuration (3 of 4)
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3.2 Build Alternatives

The objective of this PD&E Study is to evaluate alternatives that will address
existing and projected fraffic operating deficiencies along this section of SR 826.
In order to keep up with the growing traffic demand within the study areaq, three
Build Alternatives have been considered in this PD&E Study. All three alternatives
propose to add express lanes (extend to the south) along this segment of SR 826
with access points at selected locations to enter and exit the express lanes system.
The express lanes will be buffer-separated from the general use lanes with express
lane markers.

Alternative 1 proposes one express lane in each direction between SW 56th Street
and SR 874 and two express lanes in each direction between SR 874 and SR 836.
The express lanes system will begin and end one lane on SR 874 and one lane
south of SW 56th Street. This alternative recommends four express lane access
points, which includes a SR 836 ramp flyover system-to-system connecting SR 826
northbound to SR 836 eastbound and SR 836 westbound to SR 826 southbound
median-to-median.

Alternative 2 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1 and SR
874 and two express lanes between SR 874 and SR 836. The express lanes system
will begin and end one lane on SR 874 and one lane north of US 1. This alternative
proposes four express lanes access points, which includes a SR 836 ramp flyover
system-to-system connecting SR 826 northbound to SR 836 eastbound and SR 836
westbound fo SR 826 southbound median-to-median. The express lanes in this
alternative will have a direct connection with the Miami-Dade Transit (MDT) US 1
South Miami-Dade Busway Corridor.

Alternative 3 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1 and SR
874 and two express lanes between SR 874 and SR 836, one at-grade and one
elevated. The elevated express lanes will be located along the median and the
at-grade express lanes will be located between the median and the general use
lanes separated by a buffer with express lane markers. This alternative proposes
four express lanes access points. In this alternative the elevated express lanes will
only service traffic between SR 874 and SR 836 to and from the east. The elevated
express lanes will not have any access with the at-grade express lanes or the SR
826 general use lanes. The objective of the elevated express lanes concept is to
completely bypass the SR 826 corridor between SR 874 and SR 836, which is the
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main origin and destination pattern of the area. The SR 836 connection will be a
ramp flyover system-to-system connecting SR 874 northbound to SR 836
eastbound and SR 836 westbound to SR 874 southbound median-to-median. The
express lanes in this alternative will have a direct connection with the MDT US 1

South Miami-Dade Busway Corridor.
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4.0 ALTERNATIVES EVALUATION MATRIX

The SR 826 South Express Lanes PD&E Study applied a multi-tiered alternative
evaluation process to identify a preferred alternative. The initial screening
consisted of developing and analyzing the roadway and its inferchanges. Once
the three Build alternatives were identified these were evaluated for purposes of
identifying a Recommended Build Alternative that will be further refined in the
project development and final design phases. Please see the Preliminary
Engineering Report (PER) in the StateWide Environmental Project Tracker (SWEPT)
file at the FDOT offices for the multi-tiered alternative evaluation and additional
information on the alternatives evaluated.

Conceptual plans and typical sections were developed for each of the three
build alternatives. For planning purposes and to facilitate the evaluation, these
concept plans were used to assess project impacts based upon the footprint of
each of the proposed alignments and station locations. These plans also informed
the planning level cost estimates, and further assisted with the assessment of
social, natural and physical environment impacts.

The proposed build alterative conceptual plans were completed in accordance
with FDOT Design Criteria. The process for finalizing these plans included several
technical reviews by the FDOT design, traffic operations, access management,
environmental, right-of-way and District VI management. Concept plans were
also submitted to FDOT Central Office for further technical review and comment.
Each proposed build alternative underwent several iterations before the
conceptual plans and typical sections became final for analysis.

Conceptual roll plots/exhibits have and will be shared at every opportunity during
the public involvement process and while attending community meetings. This
was done to further inform the public of the proposed alternatives, as well as to
seek input from meeting attendees. The Alternatives Evaluation Matrix can be
found at http://www.fdotmiamidade.com/82éexpresssouth.html by clicking on
the Documents and Publications link.

A Public Hearing is tentatively scheduled for Fall 2019. At that time Alternative 2,
the preferred alternative will be presented and FDOT will seek public input as it
has done throughout the PD&E process. Conceptual Plans for the three
alternatives considered are included in Appendix A.
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5.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS

5.1 Process Overview

A SCE evaluation is a process used to evaluate and address the effects of a
transportation action on a community and its quality of life.

The SCE evaluation process assesses social, economic, land use changes,
mobility, aesthetics effects, and relocations, including potential issues associated
with Environmental Justice, Civil Rights, and other nondiscrimination laws. Project
benefits and effects are assessed in the SCE evaluation with special consideration
for minority, low-income, and other potentially underrepresented populations.

The SCE Evaluation process is supported by the development of a Community
Characteristics Inventory (CCI). The CCI is a comprehensive summary of
community attributes used to support a better understanding of the affected
community by describing the sociocultural context of the project area including
community facilities/services; presence of certain population groups; and
indications of community values, concerns, and preferences.

The data used for the community characteristics inventory and sociocultural
effects evaluation is downloaded from the Florida Geographic Data Library
(FGDL) and other sources as listed in this document. This report was prepared in
accordance with the FDOT PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 4, Sociocultural Effects
Evaluation, dated January 14, 2019.

5.2 SCE Evaluation Study Area

The project is located within unincorporated Miami-Dade County, and extends
along SR 826 from US 1 to SR 836. The SCE evaluation study area incorporates an
area that extends a quarter of a mile from the centerline of the aforementioned
roadways and ramp network. The SCE study area is urbanized supporting a wide
range of land uses. Figure 5-1 illustrates the location and extent of the SCE study
areaq.
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5.3 Demographics

Demographic data describes a population based on a range of characteristics.
It is primarily collected by local, state, or federal agencies such as the Census
Bureau. It covers various topics about people in communities including: count,
age, race and ethnicity, income, education, daily behavior, and geographic
distribution. This data assists in designing public participation, outreach, and
education strategies that reflect the background of the community.
Demographic data also aids in developing context sensitivity in the project and
targeting potential effects including avoidance, minimization and mitigation
activities.

The 2013-2017 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimate developed by the
US Census Bureau serves as the basis for the demographic data reported below.
Tables 5-1 to 5-6 summarize characteristics of the population within the SCE study
area including portions of 38 different US Census Block Groups. The tables also
provide county and state population estimates to support a regional comparison.
Figures 5-2 to 5-5 provide additional context by showing the distribution of low-
income, minority, and elderly populations within the SCE study area.

While not as racially diverse as Miami-Dade as a whole, the SCE study area
supports a similar minority population percentage (87.54 percent). Several
differences between the study and county populations were noted. The single
most predominant difference between local and county populations is the size of
the African American community. African American residents make up 1.94
percent of the population within the SCE study area, while 17.97 percent of Miami-
Dade County residents are African American. Additionally, the study area has a
larger white population (81.75 percent) and higher median age (44) when
compared to Miami-Dade County proportionately (75.60 percent and 40 years
old respectively).
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Table 5 - 1: Demographic Comparison, Total Population

SCE Study Miami-Dade

Evaluation Criteria Area County Florida
Total Population 28,773 2,702,602 20,278,447
Percent White 91.83% 75.60% 75.67%
Percent Black 1.94% 17.97% 16.13%
Percent Asian 3.43% 1.58% 2.68%
Percent Other* 2.79% 4.84% 5.52%
Percent Hispanic (regardless of race) 81.75% 67 .45% 24.73%
Percent Minority ** 87.54% 86.26% 45.14%
Percent Under the Age of 18 15.71% 20.47% 20.28%
Percent Age 65 or Older 18.14% 15.33% 19.36%
Median Age 44 40 42

*Population includes persons identified as American Indian and Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian
and Other Pacific Islander, Some Other Race, Two or More Races. ** Combines Race and Ethnicity
to identify the total population that is a member of either a racial or ethnic minority.

Table 5-2 highlights a concentration of poverty within the SCE study area where
13.87 percent of the population lives below the poverty line, which is less than
both Miami Dade (19.0 percent) and the state of Florida (15.5 percent). This
coincides with the study area having a higher median household income
($51,256) than both Miami-Dade County and the State.

Table 5 - 2: Demographic Comparison, Income

Evaluation Criteria SCE Study Florida

Area
Median Household Income $51,256 $46,338 50,883
Percent of the Population Below the Poverty Line 13.87% 19.0% 15.5%

Table 5-3 shows higher education attainment in the SCE study area compared to
Miami-Dade County, with 86.88 percent of those having completed high school
or received a GED.
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Table 5 - 3: Demographic Comparison, Education
Miami-
Dade
County

SCE Study

Evaluation Criteria
Area

Percent of the Population 25 Years or Older with

Less Than a High School Diploma or Equivalent 13.12% 19.01% 12.42%
Percent of the Population 25 Years or Older with a

High School Diploma or Higher 86.88% 81.0% 87.58%
Percent of the Population with a Bachelor’s,

Master’s, Doctorate, or Professional Degree 36.83% 27.81% 28.45%

Table 5-4 shows that the study area supports a slightly higher portion of the
population that is considered Limited English Proficient (37.04 percent LEP) when
compared to the county (35.06 percent). The LEP population in the study area is
more than friple that of the state (11.84 percent). Spanish is the predominant
language spoken by LEP residents present within the study area. Additionally, US
Census data identifies a smaller number of LEP residents (less than 1,000) that
speak other languages including Chinese, French, Haitian, or Cajun, and Arabic.

Table 5 - 4: Demographic Comparison, Language
Miami-

Dade Florida
County
Percent of the Population that Speaks Only English *20.18% 26.17% 71.30%
Percent of the Population that Speaks a
Language Other Than English, Also Speaks English

SCE Study

Evaluation Criteria
Area

"Very Well" N/A 38.77% 16.86%
Percent of the Population that Is Considered to be
Limited English Proficient 37.04% 35.06% 11.84%

*Calculation is based on the census tracts within a quarter mile of the projects anticipated
location.

Table 5-5 illustrates that the study area has similar housing occupancy rates when
compared to the county, however the percentage of owner-occupied units is
lower within the study area. The median owner-occupied home values within the
study area ($344,408) are more than $100,000 greater than the county ($242,800).
Figures in Table 5-6 show a greater rate of automobile access and use of
automobiles for work trips when rates within the study area are compared to
county-wide rates.
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Table 5 - 5: Demographic Comparison, Households and Housing Units

Evaluation Criteria

SCE

Study Area

Miami-Dade

County

Florida

Total Number of Households 9,966 858,289 7,510,882
Average Household Size 3.08 3.09 2.64
Total Number of Housing Units 11,568 1,008,908 9,259,684
Number of Housing Units Occupied 9.966 858,289 7,510,882
PercenT of Occupied Housing Units, Owner- 43.26% 50 20% 64.82%
Occupied

Median Owner-Occupied Home Value *$344,408 $242,800 $178,700

*Calculation is based on the census fracts within a quarter mile of the projects anficipated

location.

Table 5 - 6: Demographic Comparison, Transportation

Evaluation Criteria

SCE Study

Area

Florida

Percent of the population that commute to/from

. *87.79% 85.78% 88.70%
work via a car, tfruck, or van
Percent of the population that walks to/from work *0.93% 2.09% 1.45%
Percent of The Population that takes public +5339% 504% 202%
tfransportation
Percent of fhe popuI?hon that travels to +0.45% 1.99% 2.20%
work/from via “other” means
Percent of the population that Works from Home *4.91% 4.91% 5.61%
Percent of Households with No Auto Access 6.17% 10.73% 6.68%

*Calculation is based on the census fracts within a

location.

quarter mile

of the projects anticipated
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5.4 Community Focal Points

Community focal points are public or private facilities, organizations, or locations
that hold special importance to local residents. These types of facilities include:

Table 5-7 to 5-19 describe the community focal points present within the quarter-
mile SCE study area. Appendix B depicts the facility location and corresponds
with the tables listed in the section.

Schools

Religious Centers o
Parks & Recreational Facilities .

e Government Buildings
Fire Stations
Cultural Centers

Aviation Facilities

e HealthCare Facilities
e Existing Recreational Trails

e Hospitals e Civic Centers e Planned Trails
e Group Care Facilities e Cemeteries e Bike Lanes
Table 5 - 7: Educational Facilities in SCE Study Area
MAP | Map # FACILITY ADDRESS
ID#
1 ) KIDDIELAND KINDER AND NURSERY SCHOOL 481 GRAND CANAL DRIVE
2 S WEST MIAMI MIDDLE SCHOOL 7525 SW 24TH ST
3 ) FLAGAMI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 920 SW 76TH AVE
4 S INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CAREERS 7360 SW 24TH STREET SUITE 31
5 S ARROWHEAD NURSERY KINDERGARTEN 1210 SW 78 COURT
6 5 WESTCHESTER ACADEMY AND LEARNING 7490 SW 23RD ST. 100
CENTER
7 3 ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN LEARNING CENTER | 7800 SW 56 ST
8 2 SMART STARTS AT DADELAND 7900 SW 86 STREET
9 3 GROW WITH US ACADEMY 7530 SUNSET DRIVE
10 6 FLORIDA VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE 6840 SOUTHWEST 40TH STREET
11 S APPLE LEARNING CENTER 860 SW 76TH COURT
12 3 SUNSET MONTESSORI SCHOOL 7430 SUNSET DRIVE
13 6 CRISDA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY INC. 7915 N.W. 2ND ST
WEST MIAMI MONTESSORI LEARNING
14 5 ACADEMY 2000 SW 76 AVENUE
15 2 MLC PREPARATORY ACADEMY 7701 SW 76TH AVE
16 2 CITY COLLEGE 9300 S DADELAND BLVD
17 2 WAYSIDE BAPTIST PRESCHOOL 7701 SW 98TH STREET
GULLIVER SCHOOLS-PINECREST HIGH
18 3 SCHOOL 8000 SW 56TH ST
19 1 THE ROIG ACADEMY 8000 SW 112TH ST
20 3 THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE SCHOOL 5651SW 82ND AVE RD
21 4 THE CARRIE BRAZER CENTER 7425 SW 42ND ST
22 6 SEMINOLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 121 SW 78TH PL
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Table 5 - 8: Religious Centers in SCE Study Area

pg  Maop# FACILITY ADDRESS
1 5 CORAL WAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | 7900 CORAL WAY
2 5 IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA NUEVA VIDA 7355 CORAL WAY
3 4 CORAL WAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | 2800 SOUTHWEST 78TH COURT
4 5 IGLESIA CRISTIANA JUAN WESLEY CHURCH | 2150 SW 75TH AVENUE
5 5 TAMIAMI BAPTIST CHURCH 860 SW 76TH COURT
MINISTERIO INTERNICIONAL CAMINO DE
6 6 SANPIDAD 7949 NW SECOND ST
7 6 PEOPLES CATHEDRAL 190 NW 79TH AVENUE
8 6 CENTRO CRISTIANO DE AMOR Y FE 7441 NORTHWEST 8TH STREET
SUITE A
9 1 YOUNG ISRAEL OF KENDALL 7880 SOUTHWEST 112 STREET
10 1 MIAMI BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 7855 SW 104TH STREET # 210
7750 SOUTHWEST 95TH
11 2 FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDRENS HOMES ERRAGE
12 1 KENDALL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 7600 SW 104TH STREET
13 2 WAYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 7701 SOUTHWEST 98TH STREET
14 2 ST ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH | 7901 N KENDALL DRIVE
FIRST FRIENDSHIP UNITED METHODIST
15 2 CHURCH 7700 NORTH KENDALL DRIVE
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ONGREGATION
16 2 OF MIAM 7701 SW 76TH AVE
17 3 SAINT MATTHEW EPISCOPAL CHURCH 7410 SUNSET DRIVE
18 4 IGLESIA METODISTA PENTECOSTAL 4540 SW 74TH AVENUE
19 3 MT NEBO KENDALL MEMORIAL GARDENS & [ o o v oon o
CHAPEL
4861 SOUTHWEST 75TH
20 4 IGLESIA BAUTISTA LUZ Y VERDAD AVENUE
21 3 ALPHA & OMEGA CHURCH 7800 SW 56 ST

Table 5 - 9: Park and Recreational Facilities in SCE Study Area

MAP
ID#

Map #

FACILITY ADDRESS

SOUTH DADE TRAIL MINI PARK
HUMBLE MINI PARK

KENDALL VETERANS WAYSIDE PARK
FLAGLER GROVE PARK

7975 SW T12TH ST
7850 SW 39TH TER
SWIT12TH ST & US 1
7551 SW 104TH ST

N N N

1
2
3
4
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Table 5 - 10: Hospitals in SCE Study Area

p#  Map # FACILITY ADDRESS
1 5 WESTCHESTER GENERAL HOSPITAL 2500 SW 75TH AVE
2 5 WEST GABLES REHABILITATION HOSPITAL 2525 SW 75TH AVE

Table 5 - 11: Group Care Facilities in SCE Study Area

A:;P Map # FACILITY ADDRESS
1 5 MAGGIE'S RETIREMENT HOME 7930 SW 11 STREET
2 5 SEMINOLE ELEM. SCHOOL 121 SW 78 PLACE
3 4 ST. JOHNS ALF 7580 SW 30 TERRACE
4 3 LEARNING EXPERIENCE SCHOOL THE (S. MIAMI) 5651 SW 82 AVE ROAD
5 6 PADRE PIO ALF 403 NW BLVD
6 5 WEST MIAMI MIDDLE SCHOOL 7525 SW 24 STREET
7 4 TENDER LOVING CARE ALF 3100 SW 79TH AVENUE

581-583 SW CENTRAL
8 5 CORNELL ALF. BOULEVARD
9 1 ROIG ACADEMY, THE 8000 SW 112 STREET

10 5 MIDWAY RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 93 SW 79 COURT
n 5 FLAGAMI ELEM. 920 SW 76 AVENUE
12 5 MARIA ADULT CARE 2 400 SW 76 COURT
13 3 SUNSET MONTESSORI SCHOOL (ELEM) 7430 SW 72 STREET
14 2 SMART STARTS AT DADELAND 7900 SW 86 STREET
15 5 CASA MARISA ALF INC. 7435 SW 23 STREET
16 5 ARROWHEAD NURSERY & KINDERGARTEN 1210 SW 78 COURT
17 2 MLC PREPARATORY ACADEMY 7701 SW 76 AVENUE
18 6 CRISDA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY/ LEARNING CENTER | 7915 NW 2 STREET
19 5 OUR FAMILY ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY 111 1310 SW 76 AVE
20 4 AMIGOS ALF HOMES CORP. 2710 SW 77 COURT

ALF MANAGEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL

21 6 SERVICES 21 SW 75 AVENUE
22 5 WESTCHESTER ACADEMY AND LEARNING CENTER | 7490 SW 23 STREET, SUITE 100
23 3 THE CARRIE BRAZER CENTER FOR AUTISM 7530 SUNSET DRIVE

Page 41




FD OT SR 826/Palmetto Expressway Express Lanes PD&E Study
Sociocultural Effects Evaluation Report 826
Table 5 - 12: Government Buildings in SCE Study Area
MAP

\D# Map # FACILITY ADDRESS
1 1 U S POST OFFICE - PINECREST 11301 S DIXIE HWY
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY
2 é AND MOTOR VEHICLES SERVICE CENTER 7795 W FLAGLER ST

Table 5 - 13: Fire Stations in SCE Study Area

FACILITY ADDRESS

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RESCUE
! ] STATION 23 (SUNILAND/PINECREST) 7825 SW 104TH ST

Table 5 - 14: Cultural Centers in SCE Study Area

AII\:: Map # FACILITY ADDRESS

1 2 CITY COLLEGE-MIAMI LIBRARY 9350 S DADELAND BLVD
2 6 AMC MALL OF THE AMERICAS 14 7795 W FLAGER ST

Table 5 - 15: Cemeteries in SCE Study Area
MAP

ID# Map # FACILITY ADDRESS
1 3 MIAMI MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 6200 SW 77 AVE
2 3 MT NEBO KENDALL MEMORIAL GARDENS CEMETERY 5900 SW 77 AVE

Table 5 - 16: Civic Centers in SCE Study Area

FACILITY ADDRESS

1 2 MIAMI MARRIOTT DADELAND 9090 S DADELAND BLVD

Table 5 - 17: HealthCare Facilities in SCE Study Area

MAP ID# | Map # | FACILITY ADDRESS
1 1 | CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTER :8;05 > DIXIEHIGHWAY, SUTE
2 1 | TZEWAN WONG MD PA 10420 SW 77 AVENUE, SUITE 100
3 1 | PINECREST FAMILY DENTAL 11507 S DIXIE HIGHWAY
4 1 | PINECREST PEDIATRICS GROUP, LLC 11635 S DIXIE HIGHWAY
5 1 | PURE EXECUTIVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS 11921 S DIXIE HIGHWAY 201
6 6 | ADVANTAGE COSMETIC MEDICAL CENTER 1200 NW 78 AVENUE, SUITE 112
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FACILITY

ADDRESS

6 6 NEMESIS MEDICAL GROUP, INC. 1200 NW 78 AVENUE, SUITE 212
7 5 WEST GABLES HEALTHCARE CENTER 2525 SW 75 AVENUE 4FLOOR
8 6 TAMAYO M.D. P.A. ANDRES J. 7357 W FLAGLER STREET
9 5 MEDICAL CENTER'S GROUP OF S. FL INC. 7360 CORAL WAY, SUITE 11
9 5 BLUE CORAL WOMENS CARE INC. 7360 CORAL WAY, SUITE 16
10 5 MY COSMETIC SURGERY SUITE #24 7360 SW 24 STREET, SUITE 24
1 5 HOOVER FAMILY MEDICINE P.A. 7371 SW 24 STREET
12 5 ALTERNATIVE MEDICAL CENTER OF FL. INC. 7383 CORAL WAY
13 5 GOME?Z RENE J. gT?O N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 CHAVARRIA, VICENTE A., MD.PA. ;gio N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 PRICE M.D. P.A. DEBRA Zggo N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 5 FLORIDA WOMAN CARE LLC DBA MIAMI 7400 N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
WOMEN CARE 404
13 2 KRIMSHTEIN, M.D., SULIM A. ;ggo N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 DADELAND DERMATOLOGY GROUP g?go N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 ZAYDON THOMAS J. JR. DR. ;ggo N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 SOUTH FLORIDA OB/GYN SPECIALISTS Zggo N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 RODRIGUEZ OFER D.O. ;T?O N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
13 2 GROSSMAN & PRICE PA Zggo N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
14 4 GABLES MR (A) 7404 SW 48 STREET
15 6 DR. RAMON GUTIERREZ 7455 W FLAGLER STREET
16 4 UNIVERSAL LASER CENTER 7480 SW 40 STREET, SUITE 840
17 5 ACN PHYSICIANS GROUP CORP. 7490 SW 23RD STREET, SUITE 201
18 5 BARRIOS HUMBERTO M.D. P.A. 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE PH 1
18 5 ACN CEIVA MEDICAL CENTER 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 303
18 5 FRIV MD PLLC 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 303
18 5 ISHOOF, MD, SABRIYA 7500 SW 8TH STREET, SUITE PH1
18 5 OSCAR R. BRAVO-CAMPA M.D., P.A. 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE PH-2
18 5 RODRIGUEZ SR. M.D. SERGIO M. 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 304
18 5 A & L MEDICAL CENTER, INC. 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 303
18 5 CAMACHO MANUEL F JR MD PA 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 302
18 5 MIAMI MEDICAL & WELLNESS CENTER LLC 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 103-104
18 5 ANGEL VELOSO MD PA 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 309
18 5 ORTA JR M.D. PA DAVID 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 209
18 5 OBG MIAMI, LLC 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 208-A
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FACILITY

ADDRESS

PULMONARY & CRITICAL CARE PHYSICIAN OF
18 5 | <ouTh FLORI 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 301
18 5 | ROGELIO J. ZALDIVAR MD PA 7500 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 203
19 5 | PALMETTO SUB-ACUTE CARE CENTER 7600 SW 8 STREET
20 6 | D&DMEDICAL GROUP LLC 7650 W FLAGLER STREET
21 1 | LONGWILL DO PA DEBORAH 7700 SW 104 STREET
22 6 | LISA PEREZ- GROSSMAN MD PA 7795 W FLAGLER STREET, SUITE
23B&.C
93 s :T\II?(EFERRED CARE PARTNERS MEDICAL GROUP [ 0 o\ o) crorcr
24 5 | F & JREHABILITATION, INC. 7801 CORAL WAY, SUITE 114
24 5 | CALPE MEDICAL INC. 7801 CORAL WAY, SUITE 121
24 5 | F&J REHABILITATION INC 7801 CORAL WAY 114
25 5 | AMS MEDICAL & REHABILITATION CENTER INC | 7805 CORAL WAY, SUITE 129
25 5 | PALMETTO REHABILIATION SERVICES, INC. 7805 CORAL WAY
25 5 | CARTAYA MARIA M.D. PA 7805 CORAL WAY, SUITE 131
25 5 | DIEZM.D. PA FERNANDO 7805 CORAL WAY, SUITE 102
25 5 | EXCLUSIVE HEALTH SYSTEMS INC. 7805 CORAL WAY, SUITE 121
25 5 | GUILLERMO SOMODEVILLA M.D. P.A. 7805 CORAL WAY, SUITE 126
26 5 | MORNING STAR CENTERS INC 173]3] CORAL WAY STREET. SUITE
26 5 | COMPLETE MEDICAL OF FLORIDA 7811 CORAL WAY, SUITE 132
27 5 | SAN JUDAS MEDICAL CENTER, INC. 7815 CORAL WAY, SUITE 105
07 s ﬁ\\IDCVANCED CLINICAL RESEARCH OF MIAMI, 7815 CORAL WAY. SUITE 108
27 5 | INTERAMERICAN DIALYSIS INSTITUTE INC. 7815 CORAL WAY, SUITE 115
27 5 | SUNSHINE HEALTH CARE CORP 7815 CORAL WAY, SUITE 108
27 5 | MILLENIUM REHABILITATION CENTER 7815 CORAL WAY, SUITE 103
28 5 | LACAYO MYRIAM M.D. 7821 CORAL WAY, SUITE 101
28 5 | EXCLUSIVE MEDICAL REHABILITATION, INC 7821 CORAL WAY, SUITE 110
28 5 | AXELLF. PALMAM.D 7821 CORAL WAY, SUITE 101
28 5 | GUARIMASCARO MD PA 7821 CORAL WAY, SUITE 120
29 2 | MORALES & ESSERMAN & GAITAN, MD. LLC 7867 N KENDALL DRIVE 2FLOOR
KATIMS & WEISSMAN ENDOCRINOLOGY
29 2 | o0 pA 7867 N KENDALL DRIVE 80
29 5 | SALKIND & GLUK MD LLC. 7867 N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
2ND,FL
30 1 | KENDALL ENDOSCOPY AND SURGERY CENTER | 7875 SW 104 STREET, SUITE 201
31 2 | MICHEALF. LEE, M.D.P.A. ;227 N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE
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MAP ID# = Map # | FACILITY ADDRESS

31 2 | VASCULAR AND SPINE INSTITUTE INC ;?37 N KENDALL DRIVE. SUITE

31 2 | PHYSICIANS HEALTH CENTER. ]7227 N KENDALL DRIVE, SUITE

32 5 | WELLMAX MEDICAL CENTERS-WESTCHESTER 7928 SW 8 STREET

33 6 | VISION SPECIALTY CARE 7949 NW 2 STREET

34 6 [ LEON MEDICAL CENTERS INC 7950 NW 2 STREET

35 5 | HOMERO RIVERO M.D. P.A. 7980 SW 24 STREET

36 6 | FLAGLER DIAGNOSTIC CENTER ?8?0 W FLAGLER STREET. SUITE

36 6 | LFC MEDICAL CENTER, INC. gggo W FLAGLER STREET. SUITE

37 5 | JLPHYSICAL THERAPY INC 8150 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 212

37 5 | WELL-HEALTH MEDICAL 8150 SW 8 STREET, SUITE 219

38 6 | FLAGLER REHABILITATION CENTER ?g 4GRAND CANAL DRIVE, SUITE

38 6 | PACIFIC HEALTH REHABILITATION INC 2896RAND CANAL DRIVE, SUITE

38 6 | ANAMELOSEGUI, MD., PA ifoGRAND CANAL DRIVE, SUITE

38 6 | SOUTH FLORIDA MEDICAL HEALTH CENTER, INC. gg]GRAND CANAL DRIVE, SUITE

38 6 | ADVANTAGE REHABILITATION CENTER ig OGRAND CANAL DRIVE, SUITE

39 2 | ARKADIY V. PURYGIN M.D. D.O. P.A. 8950 SW 74 COURT, SUITE 1402

39 2 | JAIME P.NAHMIAS M.D. P.A. 8950 SW 74 COURT, SUITE 1402

39 2 | MIAMI NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE ?ng SW 74 COURT, SUITE 1206

39 2 | KHARIH BRIDGES MD LLC 8950 SW 74 COURT, SUITE 1413

39 2 [ JULIEN J.M. MD. PA. 8950 SW 74 COURT, SUITE 1408
9155 S DADELAND

40 2 | BAKER PLASTIC SURGERY P.A. SOULEVARD. SUITE PH1708
9200 S DADELAND

4l 2| BOULEVARD, SUITE 320

42 2 | LUIS FUENTES A.P. INTEGRATIVE DIAGNOSTICS | 9420 SW 77 AVENUE, SUITE 101

MAP ID# =~ Map # |

Table 5 - 18: Social Service Facilities in SCE Study Area

FACILITY

ADDRESS

1 5 MIAMI UNIT 23E 7984 SW 8TH STREET
FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDRENS HOMES REGIONAL
2 2
OFFICE/CAMPUS - MIAMI 7748 SW 95TH TERRACE
3 2 FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES 7748 SW 95TH TER
4 2 PINNACLE HOUSING GROUP 104 SW 9TH ST
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Table 5 - 19: Aviation Transportation Facilities in SCE Study Area

MAP ID# | Map # \ FACILITY ADDRESS
I . . 2100 NW 42ND AVE, MIAMI,
1 6 Miami Dade International Airport FL 33126

5.5 Community Plans, Goals, and Engagement

5.5.1 Community Plans and Goals

Local planning documents including local comprehensive plans, Long Range
Transportation Plans (LRTPs), and sub-area plans help local governments establish
priorities in investment and identify specific initiatives.

The project is listed as Project Number 432639-1 in FDOT's FY 2019-2024, Adopted
Five Year Work Program, the FY 2018/19 - 2022/23 State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP), and the Miami-Dade TPO's FY 2019 - 2023
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Additionally, the project is listed in the
Strategic Intermodal Systems 1st Five Year Plan FY 2019 — 2023. Within the Miami-
Dade County TPO 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) the project is listed
as adding managed lanes along the corridor (SR 826) from Us 1 to SR 836 in Table
6-10 | Partially Funded Projects.

5.5.2 Community Engagement

A public involvement plan was developed and is being implemented for the SR
826 (Palmetto Expressway) Project Development and Environmental (PD&E) Study
from US 1 (Dixie Highway) to SR 836 (Dolphin Expressway) in Miami-Dade County.
This plan is documented in the Public Involvement Plan (PIP), a companion
document to this PD&E study and can be found in Appendix D. The PIP is a
working document which will be updated and amended throughout the project
development process to incorporate the latest public involvement policies and
techniques as they evolve during the life of the project. The PIP outlines the public
involvement approach and activities required to be undertaken with the project,
including lists of the contact persons, such as citizens, private groups
(residential/business), officials, agencies, stakeholders, and media, and the
means used to involve them in the process.

Public information meetings began in the winter of 2017 and have continued
throughout the study process. Exhibits and project information has been and will
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confinue to be provided for public review and comment at each meeting. Exhibit
and project information is also available on the project website at
hitp://www.palmettoexpresslanes.com. Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) representatives have been and will be available at each meeting to

discuss the project and answer questions, as well as members of the consultant
team.

Elected Officials/Agencies/Stakeholders Briefings — Briefings have been held with
the following Elected Officials/Agencies/Stakeholders prior to the Kick-Off
Meetings. The purpose of the briefings was to inform the attendees of the
proposed project prior to the public kick-off meetings.

e City of Doral

e City of South Miami

e Village of Pinecrest

e Commissioner Rebecca Sosa’s Special Project Liaison, District 6
e Commissioner Xavier L. Suarez’'s Aid, District 7

Kick-Off Meetings — Both Elected Officials/Agency and Public Kick-off Meetings
were held in December 2017 in Miami-Dade County. Attendees were notified of
the meetings in both English and Spanish through newspaper advertisements,
nofification letters, and a project website. The purpose of these meetings was to
provide the officials and the community a forum through which to learn about
the improvements being studied as well as the PD&E process in general, and to
provide FDOT with initial concerns to consider in the study. Information including
numerous exhibits was provided for public review. A project newsletter describing
the PD&E study was distributed to meeting attendees.

Additional outreach included distributing Public Kick-Off Meeting notices at the
following locations:

e Florida International University e Versailles Gardens I

e Florida Medical College Condominium

e Dolphin Mall e Flagler Corporate Center

e Mall of Americas e The Greenery Mall Administrative
e Dadeland Mall Office

e Miamilnternational Mall e The Honorable Rebeca Sosa’s

e Flagami NET Office Office
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e The Honorable Xavier L. Suarez’s e Village of Pinecrest
Office e Alpha & Omega Church

e The Honorable Jose “Pepe” Diaz's e City of Sweetwater
Office e City of South Miami

e West Dade Regional Library e Village of Pinecrest

e South Miami Branch Library e Pinecrest Gardens

e Kendall Branch Library

The following is a summary of the items discussed in the meeting:

e PD&E Study Process e Existing Conditions
e Project Study Area e South Florida Express Lanes
e Needs of the Project e PDA&E Study Milestone Schedule

e No-Build Alternative Conditions

The Kick off meetings were held on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at the West Dade
Regional Library, Auditorium 1, 9445 Coral Way, Miami, Florida 33165. A total of
four written comments were received at these meetings. Approximately 29
people attended these meetings, of which six were elected officials.

The following are the primary topics of comments provided at the meetings:
e Noise Barriers
e Project Schedule

Elected Officials/Agencies/Stakeholders Briefings — Briefings were held with the
following Elected Officials/Agencies/Stakeholders prior to the Alternatives Public
Workshop:

e City of Doral

e City of South Miami

e Village of Pinecrest

e Commissioner Jose Diaz, District 12

Alternatives Public Workshop — An Alternatives Public Workshop was held in March
2019 in Miami-Dade County. Attendees were notified of the meetings in both
English and Spanish through newspaper advertisements, noftification letters, and
a project website. The purpose of this workshop was to present alternative
highway improvement concepts. Exhibits presenting project information were
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provided for review. A project newsletter with information on the PD&E study to
date was distributed to all attendees.

Alternative Public Workshop notices were distributed at the following locations:

e Florida International University e The Honorable Xavier L. Suarez’s
e Florida Medical College Office
e Dolphin Mall e The Honorable Jose “Pepe” Diaz's
e Mall of Americas Office
e Dadeland Mall e West Dade Regional Library
e Miami International Malll e South Miami Branch Library
e Flagami NET Office e Kendall Branch Library
e Versailles Gardens I e Village of Pinecrest
Condominium e Alpha & Omega Church
e Flagler Corporate Center e City of Sweetwater
e The Greenery Mall Administrative e City of South Miami
Office e Village of Pinecrest
e The Honorable Rebeca Sosa’s e Pinecrest Gardens
Office

The following is a summary of the items discussed in the workshop:

o PDA&E Study Process e Milestone Project Schedule
e Project Study Area e Alternatives

e Needs of the Project e Roadway Typical Sections
e Existing Conditions e Evaluation Matrix

e No-Build Alternative Conditions e Environmental Features

e South Florida Express Lanes

The workshop was held on Thursday, March 7, 2019 at the West Dade Regional
Library, Auditorium 1, 9445 Coral Way, Miami, Florida 33165. A total of eight written
comments were received at this workshop. Approximately 45 people attended
the meeting.

The following includes the primary topic of comments provided at the workshop:

e Interestin Express Lanes
e Intersection Timing Plans
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e Noise Barriers
e Transit Improvements
e The ROW Process

Public Hearing — A Public Hearing is tentatively scheduled for Fall 2019. The
purpose of this hearing will be to present to the public the preferred alternative
and seek public input. Numerous exhibits detailing the project will be provided
for public review. A project newsletter describing the PD&E study to date will be
distributed to all the attendees.

*This section will be completed after the Public Hearing.
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6.0 EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

Transportation projects may result in various environmental effects both positive
and negative. Guidance published in 40 CFR §§1500-1508 describes three
general effect categories to include in evaluations: direct, indirect, and
cumulative. Each effect category is differentiated based on causation and timing
factors. See below for a description of each:

o Direct effects are caused by the action and occur at the same time and
place;

¢ Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or farther
removed in distance but still reasonably foreseeable;

e Cumulative effects result from the incremental effects of an action when
added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions
regardless of which agency or person undertakes the action.

As part of its ETDM process, the FDOT characterizes project effects. The Degree of
Effect (DOE) indicates the relative intensity of a potential project effect and serves
to standardize the description of effects in impact assessments. The DOE
classification system will be used in this report to support the evaluation of direct,
indirect, and cumulative effects. Table 6-1 below introduces DOE classifications
used by FDOT.

Table 6 - 1: Project Degree of Effect Classifications

N/A Not applicable or no involvement

Enhanced (1) Positive effect on resources

None (0) No effect on resources

Minimal (2) Little adverse effect on resources

Resources are affected; avoidance, minimization options
available
Substantial interaction required; avoidance, minimization,
mitigation

Moderate (3)

Substantial (4)

Does not conform to agency requirements
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6.1 Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) Screening

The proposed project has been subjected to previous evaluation for sociocultural
effects. The FDOT evaluated the project (ETDM #14308) as part of the ETDM
programming screening process in 2016. Results of the previous evaluation are
recorded in a project Summary Report included in Appendix E. The ETDM
Summary Report includes preliminary assessment of environmental effects and
documentation of regulatory agency coordination. Table 6-2 summarizes the
degree effect assigned by the participating and coordinating agencies including
comments made by: US Environmental Protection Agency, National Parks Service,
Natural Resources Conservation Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, US
Army Corps of Engineers, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Coast Guard, South
Florida Water Management District, FDOT District Six, Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, Florida Department of State, and Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity.

Table 6 - 2: Summary Degree of Effect Assigned During the ETDM Screening
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Issues described in the ETDM screening relevant to the SCE evaluation generally
highlight moderate to substantial environmental effects. Results describe no
involvement to farmlands, and minimal involvement to economic, land use
changes, coastal and marine, air quality, and navigation. Moderate involvement
is to be expected regarding the following: aesthetic effects, historic and
archaeological sites, wetlands, floodplains, wildlife and habitat, noise,
infrastructure, and special designations. Additionally, six issues were identified as
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having a substantial degree of effect: social, relocation potential, Section 4 (f)
potential, recreation areas, water quality and quantity, and contamination.

Substantial concern was expressed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
related to potential effects to children and disadvantaged populations (low
income, minority, and limited English proficient) given the higher than average
presence of these populations and the presence of multiple schools within the
quarter-mile project buffer.

Concern was also expressed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
regarding the number of contaminated features within proximity to the project.
FDOT conducted additional coordination with the USEPA regarding their
concerns. FDOT provided USEPA with a response to comments received through
the Environmental Screening Tool. FDOT's response outlined action that would be
taken to address EPA’'s comments. Commitments including the development of
a Sociocultural Effects Evaluation and Public Involvement Plan during PD&E were
identified to address USEPA’'s comments on the project.

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity noted the importance of the
corridor in freight/goods movement and that reduced congestion would benefit
logistics/freight companies located in the area. DEO also noted Miami
International Airport, Dadeland Mall, and the Mall of the Americas would benefit
from increase mobility in the project area.

6.2 Social

This section presents the potential social impacts of the project on the
communities within the study area. Analysis here considers the potential for
effects on community groups and community resources, potential demographic
shifts including the influx or departure of populations, and the effect of the project
in the creation/elimination of barriers to community interaction. Finally,
consideration is given in this section to safety and emergency response impacts
including those affecting pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists.

6.2.1 Demographics

Demographic information reported in Section 5.3 and trend data taken from the
Sociocultural Data Report (SDR) produced for the project study area through
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FDOT's Environmental Screening Tool (EST) show the characteristics (racial and
ethnic composition, educational attainment, income level, and vehicle access)
of the local population within an established community have remained relatively
constant over the past decade. See Appendix F for the SDR.

In comparison to the No-Build Alternative, Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 would provide
congestion relief by adding additional capacity to the State Highway System.
Additionally, the Build Alternatives (Alternatives 1,2, and 3) would improve system
to system connectivity between SR 874 and SR 836. Direct lane connections for
buses to the South Miami-Dade Busway provided in Alternatives 2 and 3 would
enhance fransit connectivity regionally. Alternative 3 would provide
uninterrupted express lane connection between SR 874 and SR 836. The build
alternatives are intended to improve fraffic operations along an existing
transportation corridor in an area of Miami-Dade County that is generally built-
out. The Build Alternatives will support the population growth regulated by local
land development plans. The future land use pattern described in the Miami-
Dade County Comprehensive Development Master Plan, Future Land Use Map is
similar to the pattern of development that is now present.

As discussed later in Section 6.7 relocations will occur from development of the
Build Alternatives but will affect a relatively small number of parcels along an
existing corridor. It is not anficipated that any of the alternatives would result in
either the influx of a new or displacement of a segment of the existing population.
It is not likely any of the alternative would change the demographic composition
of the established communities within the study area.

6.2.2 Community Cohesion

Community cohesion refers to the quantity and quality of interaction among
people in a community and is exhibited by the degree to which residents know
and care about their neighbors and participate in neighborhood activities. A
cohesive community often exhibits an outward identify. Each alternative is
evaluated to identify if the proposed action will influence the way community
members interact with one another.

Of the three Build Alternatives, none involve neighborhood division or social
isolation including impacts to existing access ways and routes. SR 826 is an existing
facility; thus, the neighborhoods that abut the corridor should experience minimal
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change. Each of the build alternatives have relocation impacts on both
residential and commercial properties, with residential properties containing most
of the parcels that involve potential relocations. However, those relocations occur
at the edges of established neighborhoods and incorporate a relatively small
number of properties when compared to the neighborhood overall. The build
alternatives, when compared to the No-Build Alternative, would improve the
future year operation of multiple freeway segments on SR 826 and at intersections
within the surrounding community. The improved operation of these facilities
would reduce congestion on local roadways improving access to local businesses
and activity centers reducing the barrier that congestion creates within
surrounding neighborhoods.

Community outreach, and relocation assistance programs are being
implemented to mitigate potentially negative community effects. The integrity of
existing communities will be maintained and impacts to community cohesion are
anticipated to be minimal.

6.2.3 Safety / Emergency Response

To determine the number of crashes occurring along the corridor the FDOT Crash
Analysis Reporting System (CARS) was used. Between the five-year period of
January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2015 a total of 4,555 occurred along the project
corridor of which 2,618 (57.5 percent) were rear end crashes, 849 (18.6 percent)
were sideswipes, and 482 (10.6 percent) were fixed object crashes. These types
of crashes can be attributed to the heavy levels of congestion and weaving,
merging, diverging, and other lane changing maneuvers within the project area.
The majority (547) of the total crashes between 2011 and 2015 occurred between
milepost ranges 6.0 — 6.5 (14 percent), 7.0 - 7.5 (16 percent), and 8.0 — 8.5 (15
percent), resulting in 964 injuries and one fatality.

Each of the Build Alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, and 3) would have a positive
impact on safety and emergency response. By diverting some of the future traffic
volume off the general use lanes, the express lanes will help increase gaps,
providing more space for vehicles entering SR 826/Palmetto Expressway to safely
merge, reducing weaving and sideswipe crashes. Express lanes would limit the
amount of merging points, however, the number of vehicles entering and exiting
the express lanes could decrease safety at those locations. The lanes would
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additionally provide more consistent traffic flow during peak traffic periods
shortening emergency response service times.

Regarding emergency evacuations, SR 826 is designated as an emergency
evacuation route by the Florida Division of Emergency Management. The added
capacity of the roadway will enhance emergency evacuation through the
added capacity.

Based on the foregoing, a Summary Degree of Effect of Substantial has been
assigned to the Social issue.

6.3 Economic

This section presents a summary of the potential economic impacts of the project
in the study areaq, local area, and region. Potential project effects on business and
employment activity in the study areaq, including industries with specific needs
(e.q., freight distributor) or significance (e.g., regional employer) are discussed.
Economic-oriented land uses/designations and special designations (e.g.,
economic improvement zones) are assessed. Consideration is given to potential
impacts on the local government tax base. Changes to routes, access, and
parking affecting businesses, employment centers, or community facilities are
identified.

6.3.1 Business Access and Activity

Based on figures produced by the US Census Bureau reported in the Longitudinal
Employer-Household Dynamics database, the SCE study area currently supports
28,255 jobs (Table 6-3). The Accommodations and Food Services; Retail Trade;
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services; and Health Care and Social
Assistance support the greatest share of the job market.
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Table 6 - 3: SCE Study Area Jobs by NAICS Industry Sector

Year 2015

NAICS Industry Sector Count Share
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting 0 0.0%
Mining, Quarrying, and Qil and Gas Extraction 0 0.0%
Utilities 0 0.0%
Construction 877 3.1%
Manufacturing 470 1.7%
Wholesale Trade 1256 4.4%
Retail Trade 92.191 32.5%
Transportation and Warehousing 438 1.5%
Information 102 0.4%
Finance and Insurance 1920 6.8%
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 367 1.3%
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 3.878 13.7%
Management of Companies and Enterprises 425 1.5%
Administrafion & Support, Waste Management and 1,419 5.0%
Remediation

Educational Services 904 3.2%
Health Care and Social Assistance 3.483 12.3%
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 34 0.1%
Accommodation and Food Services 2,613 9.2%
Other Services (excluding Public Administration) 687 2.4%
Public Administration 191 0.7%

The express lanes proposed for SR 826 are a part of a larger system throughout
Southeast Florida that either are in operation, under construction, or in the
planning and design phase. This includes two other sections of SR 826: 1) SR 93/I-
75 to west of NW 17 Avenue and 2) West Flagler Street to north of NW 154 Street
and along I-75 from SR 826/Palmetto Expressway to NW 170 Street in Miami-Dade
County.

The abovementioned roadways along with the express lanes planned/operating
along I-595, I-95, Turnpike Mainline, I-75, and the Sawgrass Expressway complete
a network of connected roadways. The express lanes will improve access to the
industry sectors noted in Table 6-3, thereby supporting the economic
development of the area and region.

Traffic volumes on arterial roadways traversed by the project will not be changed
significantly by any build alternative. Therefore, traffic-based businesses such as
retail frade are not expected to be negatively affected. Additionally, no existing
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business will be bypassed by the build alternatives. Affected industry sectors from
potential relocations is discussed in Section 6.7.

6.3.2 Special Designations

One census tract within the quarter mile study area qualifies as an Opportunity
Zone. These zones were established by congress in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017 as a tax incentive for reinvestment in low income communities. Qualified
Opportunity Zones retain their designation for 10 years. Within each zone, investors
can defer taxes on financial gains, so long as the gain is reinvested in a Qualified
Opportunity Fund. Opportunity Zones are expected to spur public-private
partnerships in disadvantaged communities.

The Build Alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, and 3) would represent a public
investment in transportation infrastructure in an area targeted for economic
redevelopment, an action supportive of the purpose of the Opportunity Zone. No
ROW is expected to be required from any business within the noted Opportunity
Zone surrounding the project.

6.3.3 Traffic Patterns

Combined with the general use lanes, and interchange improvements the
express lanes will improve mobility, throughput, travel speeds, and travel time for
this vital SIS facility and crossing roadways. Additionally, this facility will link to future
express lane networks planned for I-75, I-95, and the northern section of SR 826.
When complete, this regional system will greatly improve capacity, safety,
connectivity, and peak-hour travel times, enhancing the system linkage of this
region of Miami-Dade County.

Each Build Alternative would cause a unique shift in traffic. Unlike Alternatives 2
and 3 which begin express lane service at US 1, Alternative 1 does not begin
service until SW 56th Street. All three alternatives have one express lane to SR 874
and two between SR 874 and SR 836. Alternative 3 is the only alternative that has
one express lane elevated and one at grade between SR 874 and SR 836.
Although capacity has increased along SR 826, no significant changes in AADT
are expected along arterial roadways when comparing the build and no build
alternative using 2045 volumes. Due to no significant change in AADT, businesses
that operate along the corridor are not expected to be negatively affected or
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bypassed by the build alternatives. However, some businesses will experience
potential relocations and ROW takings (see Section 6.7).
6.3.4 Tax Base

While occurring mostly in existing ROW all three Build Alternatives require both
residential and commercial relocations as well as parcel impacts. Alternative 1
requires 36 parcels (24 potential relocations), Alternative 2 requires 53 parcels (25
potential relocations), and Alternative 3 requires 54 parcels (30 potential
relocations). Some tax revenue will be lost from the affected parcels. To
approximate the amount of revenue lost by Miami Dade County from the
potential relocations, property tax data was examined, and calculations were
based on 2018 totals. Alternative 3 resulted in the most revue lost annually at
$237,564. Alternative 1 and 2 showed comparable totals at $172,708 and $179,163
respectively. While the county will see an initial loss in value, local businesses and
neighborhoods will experience improved access via the express lanes. This could
offset some of the negative effects with properties near the facility and within the
study area experiencing an increase in value over time. Relocation potential is
discussed further in Section 6.7.

Based on the foregoing, a Summary Degree of Effect of Minimal has been
assigned to the Economic issue.

6.4 Land Use

The following section identifies the project’s consistency with local and regional
land use and transportation plans and evaluates the project’s consistency with
the physical character of the area. The land use analysis considers the project’s
compatibility with the community’s existing/planned land use patterns and urban
form. Additionally, the evaluation includes the identification of the potential for
effects on unique community features (e.g., historic landmarks/structures), and
changes in acreage devoted to public spaces including conservation lands and
parks.

6.4.1 Plan Consistency

Local planning documents including Long Range Transportation Plans (LRTPs),
local comprehensive plans, and sub-area plans help local governments establish
priorities in investment and identify specific inifiatives.
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As noted previously in Section 5.5.1, the project is listed in the Miami-Dade TPO's
FY 2019 — 2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), as Project Number
432639-1 in FDOT's FY 2019-2024, Adopted Five Year Work Program, and the FY
2018/19 —2022/23 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Additionally,
the project is listed in the Strategic Intermodal Systems 1st Five Year Plan FY 2019
—2023. Within the Miami-Dade County TPO 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP) the project is listed as adding managed lanes along the corridor (SR 826)
from US 1 to SR 836 in Table 6-10 | Partially Funded Projects.

6.4.2 Existing Land Use

Existing land use was assessed through review of current zoning map information.
GIS shapefiles were downloaded from the Florida Geographic Data Library and
compared to the SCE study area. Table 6-4 reports total area by zoning
description found within the study area. The predominant land use present is
residential (51.28 percent), followed by Retail/Office (14.15 percent), and
Public/Semi-Public (11.57 percent).

Table 6 - 4: SCE Study Area Generalized Land Use

Zoning Description Acres Percent
Acreage Not Zoned for Agriculture 11.12 0.44%
Agricultural 0.95 0.04%
Centrally Assessed 17.53 0.70%
Industrial 85.35 3.39%
Institutional 96.62 3.84%
Parcels with No Values 15.75 0.63%
Public/Semi-Public 291.27 11.57%
Recreation 18.88 0.75%
Residential 1291.03 51.28%
Retail/Office 356.12 14.15%
Vacant Nonresidential 70.80 2.81%
Vacant Residential 261.27 10.38%
Water 0.92 0.04%

Occurring well within the Miami-Dade urban growth boundary, SR 826, a limited
access expressway, is consistent with the character and intensity of surrounding
development. Other than the localized effects of potential relocations for the
three build alternatives, this project is not expected to affect the current or future
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land use of the area. Potential relocations make up less than half of 1 percent of
the land use identified in Table 6.4. Therefore, the acreage per zoning
classification is not expected to significantly change. Furthermore, no impacts to
recreation and open space are expected by any build alternative.

6.4.3 Growth Patterns and Trends

A population and employment analysis conducted by the Miami-Dade TPO for
the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan shows that between 2010 and 2040
population is expected to grow by approximately 800,000 (30 percent) and
employment is expected to grow by over 600,000 (40 percent). Traversing four of
the six fransportation planning areas (Cenftral, Northwest, South, and West) the
greatest population and employment growth is expected to occur within the
South fransportation planning area. This area expects a population increase of
49.6 percent and an employment increase of 64.5 percent. Experiencing a more
modest growth pattern, the other three fransportation planning areas are
expected to grow at the following percentiles: The Central area is projected to
increase its population by 27.9 percent and employment by 32.5 percent, the
Northwest is projected to increase its population by 20 percent and employment
by 41.9 percent, and population within the West is projected to increase by 12.5
percent and employment by 42.5 percent. The projected growth in the area will
result in a significant increase in travel demand and further deteriorate the
conditions of the already congested SR 826 corridor.

The additional capacity and systems reliability provided by the build alternatives
is infended to provide some accommodation to the projected increase in
population, employment and travel demand.

6.4.4 Community Features

Community features consists of notable public and private locations, facilities, or
organizations that are important to the local residents. The full list of community
features can be found in Section 5.3. Of those, only one feature isimpacted under
Alternative 3. Gulliver Preparatory School is located at 8000 Miller Drive, Miami, FL
33155 and is a private high school that abuts SR 874 (Don Shula Expressway). This
school has been listed as a potential relocation due SR 874 fraversing the
southeast corner of the structure. Dependent upon the alternative chosen there
would be little to no direct effect to the community focal points.
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Based on the foregoing, a Summary Degree of Effect of Minimal has been
assigned to the Land Use issue.

6.5 Mobility

This section identifies potential project effects on mobility and accessibility in the
study area with emphasis on non-driving population groups (i.e., elderly, young,
disabled, and low-income individuals). Changes to existing travel patterns, traffic
circulation, or accessibility were assessed. The effects of tolling on low-income
populations were considered based on the inclusion of the express lanes
considered in each alternative.

6.5.1 Accessibility and Connectivity

The proposed corridor improvements will enhance multimodal modes in several
different ways. The mobility of the corridor will be enhanced by connecting the
express lanes system to the US 1 Busway Corridor. This connection will support Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) with buses being able to use the express lanes at no cost. FDOT
is proposing to allocate a portion of the collected tolls to support the Bus Rapid
Transit regional express bus service operations on the corridor. The proposed
interchange improvements will add the needed capacity to improve the
operations in and out of the freeway system. These interchange improvements
provide the ability to enhance the local bus service operations by adding routes
and/or improving the existing ones. The study area is currently served by 28 bus
transit routes and Metrorail.

The crossing roadway improvements, at selected locations, will improve the
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. For example, SW 72nd Street (Sunset Drive) in
Alternatives 2 and 3 will now include bicycle lanes in both directions. Additionally,
the fransportation-disadvantaged would experience better connectivity and
accessibility to essential services (employment centers, support services, etc.)
through a more reliable transit systemm due to operational and capacity
improvements. Due to SR 826 being an existing facility, no changes to connectivity
are expected between residential and non-residential areas via the roadway
network.
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6.5.2 Traffic Circulation

Level of Service (LOS) varies among the four alternatives. Should no changes be
made by the year 2045 fraffic is expected to increase by 37 percent, with 27
locations along the interstate operating below a LOS D. The overall operations of
the corridor are projected to operate better than the No-Build Alternative. The
proposed improvements will redistribute traffic between the express lanes and the
general use lanes allowing for an increase in traffic volume which will optimize the
operations of the system. The SR 826 mainline section is projected to have lower
densities and volume over capacity ratios with the proposed improvements when
compared against the No-Build Alternative. Widening and turn lane modifications
along the cross streets are adding capacity to facilitate the inferchange ramp
modifications and improve the access and operation of the corridors upstream
and downstream from the interchanges. No public parking area is expected to
be impacted or modified as a result of this project. Overall, the proposed
improvements are reducing the amount of delay at each intersection improving
the flow of traffic and the number of vehicles being processed.

6.5.3 Tolling Effects

SR 826 is an existing facility that is a part of Florida’s turnpike system. The express
lanes proposed for the three build alternatives all would involve variable tolled
pricing otherwise known as congestion pricing. Congestion pricing bases the
amount tolled on how congested the adjacent lanes (non-variable priced lanes)
are and vice versa. Any motorists who choose to travel in the express lanes could
experience an economic impact. Based on a current proposal from the FDOT, a
portion of the revenue collected will go to support regional BRT service along the
corridor.

Express lanes can benefit all drivers, including disadvantaged populations as
congestion is reduced in the general purpose lanes by those who chose to drive
in the variable-priced lane. Regardless of income category the county benefits
from these lanes through enhanced service for public service vehicles (police,
fire, and ambulances). Disadvantaged populations are historically more likely to
use fransit as a mode of fransportation. Transit users do not pay to use the express
lones due to an agreement between the transit agencies and FDOT. This
improves the improves the frequency and reliability.
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Based on the foregoing, a Summary Degree of Effect of Enhanced has been
assigned to the Mobility issue.

6.6 Aesthetics

This section assesses the project’s compatibility with the community’s aesthetic
values related to noise, vibration, and physical appearance. The section
examines the type and intensity of project impacts on noise sensitive sites (e.g.,
residential areas, hotels, nursing homes, and parks); vibration sensitive sites (e.g.,
residential uses, eye clinics, dentfist offices, and hospitals); special viewsheds and
vistas; community focal points; historic structures, districts, and landmarks; and
community character.

6.6.1 Noise and Vibration

A traffic noise study was performed in accordance with 23 CFR 772, Procedures
for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise, the FDOT's PD&E
Manual, Part 2, Chapter 18, Highway Traffic Noise, and FDOT's Traffic Noise
Modeling and Analysis Practitioners Handbook.

Design year (2045) traffic noise levels for the Build Alternative will approach, meet,
or exceed the noise assessment criteria (NAC) at 824 residences and 12 special
land use sites within the project limits. In accordance with Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and FDOT policies, the feasibility and reasonableness of
noise barriers were considered for those impacted noise sensitive sites.

Noise barriers were not considered a feasible abatement option at 56 impacted
residences within NSAs 7, 28, 29, 44, 47, 65, 66, 67 and eight special land use sites
within NSAs 26, 48, 56, 69,72, 75,79, and 93. Noise barriers at these locations would
restrict access to these sites and/or other properties, would require additional right
of way to be acquired, or represents an isolated impacted residence.

Noise barriers were evaluated for 768 of 824 residences and four of the 12 special
land use sites that approach, meet, or exceed the NAC. Twenty-five separate
common noise environments (CNEs) were used to assess noise barriers at these
locations. The results of the noise barrier analysis for each of these CNEs are
summarized in Table 6-5. Of the 25 CNEs presented in Table é-5, noise barriers are
recommended for further consideration during the project’s design phase and for
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public input at 14 locations. Noise barriers are not recommended for further
consideration at 11 locations. The locations and limits of the noise barriers (both
recommended and not recommended) are depicted in Appendix G and
presented in Table 6-5.

The 14 CNEs where noise barriers are recommended include: S2-1W, S2-2E, S2-2W,
S4-1E, S5-1E, S5-1W, Sé-1E, S6-1W, S7-1E, S7-1W, S8-1E, S8-1SW, S8-2SW, and S9-1E.
Noise barriers at six of the 14 CNEs were determined to be preliminarily feasible
and cost reasonable for the noise sensitive sites (i.e., S2-1W, §2-2E, S2-2W, S4-1E,
S5-1E, and S8-2S8W). The cost per benefited receptor site at these six conceptual
noise barrier design locations are within FDOT's noise barrier cost criteria of equal
to or less than $42,000 per benefited receptor site and they willmeet FDOT's noise
reduction reasonableness criteria of 7 dB(A) at one or more impacted sites.

Noise barriers at eight of the 14 CNEs where noise barriers have been
recommended for further consideration represent replacement noise barriers
(i.e., S5-1TW, Sé-1E, S6-1W, S7-1E, S7-1W, S8-1E, S8-1SW, and S9-1E). At these
locations, the existing noise barriers or segments of the existing noise barriers,
would be physically impacted by the proposed improvements and be required
to be removed. The conceptual designs of these replacement noise barriers
would be, at a minimum, an in-kind replacement or optimized to maximize the
amount of noise reduction at the impacted residences in order to maintain the
FDOT's previous noise commitments. In addition, the recommended conceptual
noise barrier designs willmeet the minimum noise reduction design goal of 7 dB(A)
for at least one impacted residence. Since these are replacement noise barriers,
the reasonable cost criteria of equal to or less than $42,000 per benefited receptor
site is not applicable since these barriers.

The recommended noise barriers at these 14 CNEs are expected to reduce fraffic
noise by at least 5 dB(A) at 720 residences including 310 of the 824 impacted
residences along the project corridor. The estimated cost of the recommended
noise barriers is $15,646,200. Additional noise barrier analysis will be performed
during the project’s design phase when more detailed project design information
is available. It is during the project’s design phase that final decisions regarding
noise barrier length and height are made and an engineering constructability
review is conducted to confirm that the noise barrier is feasible and support for
noise barriers from the benefited noise sensitive sites is determined. Note that any
of the 14-foot tall shoulder mounted noise barriers recommended for construction
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on a retaining or MSE wall will need approval in writing by the State Structures
Design Engineer in accordance with FDOT's noise policy.

Noise barriers were not found to be feasible or cost reasonable at 11 CNEs. Seven
of the 11 CNEs represent residential areas (i.e., S1-1W, S2-1E, S3-1E, S3-2E, S3-1W,
S4-1W, and S9-1W) and the remaining four represent non-residential/special land
use sites (i.e., ST-SDTMP, S1-VMP, S4-2W, and S5-2W). The cost to construct noise
barriers at these seven residential areas would exceed FDOT's reasonable cost
criteria of equal to or less than $42,000 per benefited receptor site or the optimal
conceptual noise barrier design did not meet the minimum noise reduction
design goal of 7 dB(A) for at least one impacted residence. The high cost of
providing noise abatement at these locations is attributed to the low number of
benefited residences related to the low density of residences in these areas
especially between Snapper Creek Expressway and SW 56t Street. Also, the
effectiveness of noise barriers is limited for providing noise abatement to the
impacted residences (i.e., patios) associated with the high-rise residential
buildings (i.e., up to nine floors) in the vicinity of Kendall Drive and SR 836. The
patios are above the maximum height of a noise barrier (i.e., 22 feet). Based on
the noise analysis performed to date, there appears to be no apparent solutions
available to mitigate the noise impacts at 514 of the 824 impacted residences or
at 12 special land use sites along the project corridor. Therefore, impacts to these
and other noise sensitive sites along the project corridor are an unavoidable
consequence of the project. For additional information please see the Noise
Study Report (NSR) in the SWEPT file at FDOT offices.
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Table 6 - 5: Noise Barrier Evaluation Summary and Recommendations
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Streut [NSAS aerier at this location would resul in an excesdance of the
Rensanableness Cost Crieri.
The concephusl design dues nol meet ether FOOTs 7.0 4B{A)
Sauth Dde Tral Mini Park - West SDTMP-CO3 (Graund —— Hoise Reduction Design Goal ar the Reasonableness Cost Crteria
of US 1 between Killan Parkeay S1-1SDTMP Mounted Noise 2 450 1093450 | t0amegp | BT L - - - 50 50 5297000 - HO HO for special land uses. A noise barmier i not recommended for
and 104th Street | NSA 4 Barier) = further consideration or public input during the project's design
ahase.
The concephusl design meets FDOT' 7.0 dB{A) Nose Reduction
Veterans Wayside Park - East of VWP-CD1 (Grourd Sppcist Lan NO Design Goal, but does not meet the Reasonatieness Cast Crésta
US 1 and North of Kilian Parkway ( StvMe Mounted Noise 18 700 1034400 | 1041400 e - - - 7.3 148 5378,000 - (Usage of park less than required 1o te| HO for special land uses. A noise bamier is not recommented for
NSAG Barrier) cost reasonatie) further consideration or public input during the projects design
phase at this lncation.
Noise Study Segment 2 (SR 826 from SW 104 Street to Snapper Creek Expressway - See Appendix G Sheet 1)
e Diadand and Toszang Represents the lowest cast concephual ncise barer design; The
Concas - East of SR 826 between GM-CD1 (Ground mests FOOTS 7.0 Reducton
o S21E . 16 660 44400 | 2001430 54 ° 5 H 62 75 316,600 563,360 WO HO Design Goal, but does not meet the Reasonatieness Cast Grésra,
lth Street and Snapper Creek Mounsad Naise Barrier |
Expressuy NSAZS A noise barrer = not recommended for further consideration ce
pusbke input Guring the projects design phase al this locaton
Woodside Kendall Candos. Colany B - a0 a0 Represents the otimal concentual naise barrier design and is
Agastments. Ken Dade Candos. [ recommended for further consideration and publc input during the
and Summit Tower of Dadeland . frojects design phase: Note that any of the 14-foot-tal shouider
West of SR 526 between 104t s ““‘E”:::" 55 B L e B ns $470.000 50 VES VES mounted naise barrers 15 be constrcied on a retaining wall wil
Street and Snapper Creek 1 - 2500 ame00 need approval in weiting by e Stale Structures Desgn Engneer n
Extresswany | NSAs 21, 22 ard 23 ! accordance with FOOT naise palicy.
8 100 201100 | 2014400 Repressnts the optimal conceatual naiss barrier design and is
Viliage at Dadetand and Dadesand [ recommended for further conskderation and publc input during the
Park . Bt of SR E26 betwsan projects design phase; Note that any of the 14-foab-tsl shauider
104th Street and Snapper Creek w2 ““‘E”:':!:"‘“‘“ “' 800 I400 [ 202500 @ 41 L 5o Ea ne $420.000 a0 S S mourted noiss barrers 4o be constructed on a retaining wal wil
Exaresswany | NSA 36 and NSA 37 need approval in weiling by e State Struchires Design Engreer n
3 <00 PR . accordance with FOOT naise palicy.
14 1200 | 2003e00 | 2095000
SM.CD2 Sagment 10t @ 100 2015400 | 2018800
Paradize st Dadeland Condos. 2z ISIID.IIIHEI Mourted Represents the optimal conceptual noise barrier design and is
Kings Cresk South Condos and Hoise Barrier) 4 800 2016400 [ 2025400 recommended for further consideration and pubkc input durng e
The Village a1 Kings Crask Condes § " projects design phase. Note that any of the 14-foab sl shauider
West of SR 626 between 104th 22w 8 200 2025400 2027 +00 158 &0 50 119 7 95 $1,260.000 $10.588 YES YES rounied naise barriers o be construcied on a re g walldl
Street and Snapper Creek need approval in weiling by e State Struchires Design Engreer
Expressway { NSAs 50, 34, and 35 SMCD2 Segment2of| 8 400 2000400 | 2004000 accordance with FOOT noise palicy.
2 [Shoulder Mourted
Neise Bartier) 14 500 2004400 | 2008400
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Average
CostSite
Benefited

Does Optimal Barrier Design

Meet FDOT's Reasonable Noise

Abaternent Criteria of $42,000
per Benefited Receptor Site
and 7.0 dB(A) Naise Reduction
Design Goal?

Hoise Barrier
Recommended for
Further
Consideration and
Public Input?

Moise Study Segment 3 (Snapper Creek Expressway to SW T2nd Street/Sunset Drive - See Appendix G Sheet 2)
Rprasents the kst cost concaphual noise bamior design: The
““’"‘";"’“':ﬂdmm EMLCD4 [Shoulior maets FOOT's 7.0 o5 Resuction
e T ; s34E Mounkod Nosse " 1050 | Z03sesn | mmareo0 3 3 5 [ 73 04 $431.000 $55.125 no o bt does Cost Crefnda.
e Tand St Barres) A 8 BTG b Nl recomimended for furtfer conskdsration cr
putlic Input during the projects design phase 3t this kcation.
O — Finpresents I kowes! cost concapiual noisa barmar design: Tha
————— _ meats FOOTs 7 Rasuction
and SV Tand i H3-2E Mourind Nose " OO 240+D0 204T<00 3 3 o 3 &g as 5294 000 582,000 MO NO bt doas Cost Critoria.
e Tand St Barres) A 8 BTG b Nl recomimended for furtfer conskdsration cr
putlic Input during the projects design phase 3t this kcation.
. Rprasents the kst cost concaphual noise bamior design: The
”"‘d"E E:*ﬁc:;ﬂ;;g::'"ﬂqﬁ EMLCOZ [Shoulior maets FOOT's 7.0 o8 Resuction
Enay Crosk E and 31w Mourind Nose " 2570 2028+50 205420 12 8 12 o &E T8 51,121,800 §56,070 NO O bt doas Cost Critoria.
e T ey Eamert A o bamior & ot recommended for further consideration of
’ putlic Input during the projects design phase 3t this kcation.
Mois: fy Segn 4 (5w Drive to SW 56th Street/Miller Road - See Appendix G Sheet 2)
Rusisuntial Subdhvision 1 - Eastof EMLCDH (Shoister Rnpresents the ool concapual noisa Bamer Saskn wnd &
S44E Mourtnd Nose B 4520 2052+D0 Z105-00 3 20 a8 ] &9 01 51,155,800 541314 YES YES for furter ind public input during tha
Barres) PATjRCTS dRsion phasa.
Rpresents the kowest cost concepiual noise bamer design: The
Groan Troa Estales - Wast of SR EMLCO1 (Shoukter meats FOOTS 7.0 0B Rasucticn
B26 and North of S T2nd) Straot | S41W Mourind Nose B 2,000 ATT=00 T T 2 ] &E T8 5480000 §53,333 NO O bt doas Cost Critoria.
NeAs2 Baner) A NOSE barmier 5 Not recommEnded for further Consideration of
public input during the profects design phase ai this lacation.
The concepial design meets FOOT' 7.0 6B(A) Nose Recuction
Mami Memorial Park Camatory - N Spocil Land ) Deesign Goal. but doas not Mot the Ressonatienass Cost Colnia
West of SR E26 and Morth of W 42w Wul\'ﬂld' " 3200 2073+D0 2105+00 [T - - s 77 1,723,000 - 1Usage of cemateny 0ss than equred O o Special uses. A noise bamier is not recommended for further
Tand Stroet | NEA 53 ) 0 b cost reascrabi) Consiseration of pubke nput duing e PO’ design phase at
this leation.
Moise Study sw SW 40eh Road - See A dix G Sheets 2 and 1)
SM-CO Sagement 1 of
2 {Ehaddar Mounied |82 LA | 2122400 Fnpresents th ool concagial noise barmier Gasign and &
Laowoo Vilas, Miber Laie, and Woisa Biarwiar) TeCoMmeTenod fof T COMSISONTS0N and publc input during tha
Lakoriew Gardens (East Side) - - . projoct's dasign shasa; Mol that arry of i 14-toot-tal shouder
Norh of 56 Sireat and Batwoen == - [ I - = 8 = = e 20 sEsano Fimm VES ES Mmoot notse barmiers 1o be CoNSLCted o0 @ netaining wall wl
SR B26 and SR 8T4./MSA 57 SMLCO3 Eagemam 3 o = st spprovial i weiting By tha Staln Struchures Daskgn Enginosr in
2 {Ehauddor Moursed acconsance wih FOIT's noise pokcy.
Notsa Barmiar) " 590 HIGe00 | 2115+00
- g | T1I00ER | 5050 SR Rnpressents I ptiml conCagiL noise Bames cesin and s
- aTa) B74) Parpe— o public npul I fha
e r L o T ey [——— i Masts Moise PAOCES CRsign phasa; RERFRsents an in-4ind fplacemae nose
e e , 51w B 30 = =l S 10 o] 48 5 a5 513100 | Repacement Rnasonatio Cost Ctnria Mot ¥ES bartier; Mot Tl any of the 14-4o0t-tall ShoWder mountod nise
oy e e u Naisa Sarmier Appicatie barriors o b 0 2 sutairing wall il noed approval in
! e Bl wating by the Siati Einuctures Design Engineer in accondincs wih
u 2,000 ¢ L FOOT' noiss poik
T4y B74) icy.
TP.COH Sagmant 1 of
2 (Shoudcr Mournad B 3850 5000 B
cisa Barmier) The concepial design meets FOOT' 7.0 6B(A) Nose Recuction
Trogical Park - West of 57 B26 and Sporial Land o ot Cost Criwia
o R B Shrmat I A S50 o, - - TE 11 2,465,000 - (Usage of park less an requied & be ) Tor special uss. Anotse amer (s not moommended o Lither
ort Sireat ! oSt reasonati) Consiseration of pubke nput duing e PO’ design phase at
TF.COH Sagmant 2 of this leation.
2 (Shoulder Mouniad " 2,300 80=00 113+00
cisa Baier)
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z . Average  Maximum Does Optimal Barrier De
Common Noise Y — fr— Number of Total Humb: Hoi N Meet FDOT's Ry ble N MNoise Barrier
o Environment  Conceptual Noise Begin End bt i Benefited 102l Humber e % ; Average  Meet s Reasonable Noise oo mmended for
e Sensitive Area Name | Height Length Impac Impacted! of Benefited on for Reduction for Cost ($30 per Abatement Criteria of $42,000 _
[CNE} Barrier Design - 00 . Station  Station 5 Receptor - : [ : - Fu Comments
Mumber - . feet]  (feet) Receptor Benefited , Receptor  all Benefited all Benefited  square foot) per Benefited Receptor Site
Identification  Number (Typ Number Mumber _ ¢ Sites! Not % =  Benelied Re 5
— tes Receptor Sites 2 @ Sites Receptor  Receptor and 7.0 dB(A) Noise Reduction
Sites dB(A)  Sites dB(A) Design Goal?
MNoise Study Segment 6 {SW 40th Street/Bird Road - SW 24th StreetiCoral Way - See Appendix G Sheet 3)
Represents the optimal conceptial noise barrier design and is
recommended for further consideration and public input in the
Central M Subsdivision - East of SM-CD2 (Shoukder Mol Appicable- | Mests Noise Reduction Goal: preject’s design phase; Replaces exisling barries with 14-foat &l
SR 26 Betwoen SW 40th Street SE1E Meunted Neise 14 5180 | 1es00 | t8se00 53 45 [ 45 105 143 32175600 | Replacement | Reasonsbie Cast Griera Not YES baerier; Nots that any of the 14-foct fall shoukder mounted naise
and SW 24t Street/ NSA 70 Barier) Noise Barrier Applicable: basriers o be constructed on & retaining wal wil need appravalin
wriirsg by the State Strustures Design Engineer per FDOT s ncise
policy.
Rapresants the oplimal concephual noise barrier design and is
T — recammended for further consideration and public ingud in the
A T e e SM-CD2 (Shoukder Mot Applicable- | Meets Noise Reduction Gosl: project’s design phisse; Replhaces exsting barrier with 14- fact tall
S S 61w Meunted Neise 14 4000 | 12700 | tETe0D 35 a2 a 4 74 as $1680.000 | Replacement |  Reasonsbie Cast Griera Not YES basrier; Nots that any of the 14-foct tall shoukder mounted raise
e Barrier) Moise Barier Applicable basriers o be constructed an a retaining wall wil need appraval in
Ll wiiing by the State Structures Design Engineer per FDOT's cise
policy.
MNoise Study Segment 7 {SW 24th Street/Coral Way - SW Bth StreetTamiami Trail - See Appendix G Sheets 3 and 4}
Rlepresents the oplimal concephual noise barrier design and is
- recammended for further consideration and pubic ingud in the
am”&?::ﬂ?:’:_‘::‘msﬁ ‘Rziﬁ'ﬁm Mot Appicabie: Mests Moise Reduction Goal; Broject's design phase; Replaces exisling barrier with 14-foct-tal
STE 14 4470 | 17z | 2i7esp 53 £ 4 5] 76 12 $1877400 | Replacement |  Reasonabie Cast Griera Not YES basrier; Note that any of the 14-foottall shoukler mounted naise:
28 betien S 2t Sireetand ey Noise Barier Applicatie: bsriers i be constructed on a resaining wal wil need appraovalin
: writing by the State Structures Design Enginesr in accordance with
FDOT's naise palicy.
Existing Shoulder
Mounterd Noise Barrier | 12 1a7s | teseon | ziseso iR
Segment 1o Remain
Coral Way Plaza and Miracke
Mancr Commurises - West of SR o Represents he optimal concegtual noise barrer design and is
E26 betusen SW 24th Street and e _ ) recommended for furiher consideratian and public input in the
SW Bth Street / NSA 76 (Replacement ot Applicabile- Meets Nose Reduction Goal: project’s design phase: Replaces existing barrier with 14-foot-tal
Sheulder Mountsd 14 2,080 177460 198400 24 22 a a0 T 12 $858 BOO Replacement Reasonable Cost Critera Not YES barrier; Nots that any of the 14-foot-£all thoulder mouried naise:
T Nome Barrier Applicabie Basriars i be constructed on 3 retaining wall wil need approval in
wriirsg by the State Structures Design Engineer in accordance wif
FDOT' naise policy.
MNoise Study Segment & (SW 8th Street/Tamiami Trail to Flagler Street - See Appendix G Sheet 4)
Represants the optimal conceptial noise barrier design and is
o = EH 2| ek recommended for further consideration and public inpu in the
B T Mol Appicable- | Mests Noise Reduction Goal: preject’s design phase; Replaces existing baries with an 8-foat and
T e T SE1E T Ay ] 30 a ] 68 82 $1000800 | Replacement |  Fmasonabie Cast Criera Not YES 1a-foct-tal barrer. Note that any of the 14-foct il shoukier
S Hoise Barier Applicable: mounted naiss barriers i be consiructed on a retaining wal wil
- || = | &= need apgrval i weiling by e Stete Struchures Design Engreer
per FDOT noise policy
Rapresants the oplimal concephual noise barrier design and is
e recammended for further consideration and public ingud in the
Flagami West - West of SR 825 e Mot Applicable- | Meets Noise Reduction Gosl: preject's design phase; Replaces exisiing baries with 14-foat tal
and Narth of SW Bth Street / NSA sBASW T 14 1700 | zateo0 | 224se00 2 20 3 E2] 78 a8 §714000 | Replacement | Reasonsbie Cast Crter Not YES basrier; Note that any of the 14-foct fall shoukder mounted raise
20 S Hoise Barrier Applicable basriers o be constructed an a retaining wall wil need appraval in
wiiing by the State Structures Design Engineer per FDOT's cise
plicy.
Represants the optimal conceptial naise barrer design and is
Flagami West - West of 57 825 F— recammended for further consideratian and public input n the
and North of SW Bth Street [ NSA SB2sW Mouned Noise 14 2270 | tavmeon | zaseso 18 16 25 4 a6 105 553,400 523254 vES YES projechs design phaas; Kol Ml any of ther Ti-docbiall shoukder
0 anet NSA a1 P mounted naise barmiers o be constncted on a retaining wall wil
eed approval i weiling by e State Structures Desgn Engreer
pes FDOT's noiss palicy
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Common Noise of Average x Does Optimal Barrier Design
¥ . Humber of " Total Number  Moise No Meet FDOT's Reasonable Noise e
e Sensitive Area Name | Cnvironment  ConceptualMoise oy ) oy, Begin Ene te Impactedi i f Benefited Reduction for Reduction for Cost AVErage  pbatement Criteria of $42.000 ecommended for o
CNE) Design Station  Station stisite Comments
Number =8 9 feet)  ffeet) > Re Benefited = ceptor  all Bene Benefited Receptor Site omments
Identification  Number (Type) 1 Humber  Number _ o t - . Benefited i :
Receptor Sites Sites. Receptor eceptor and 7.0 dB{A) Noise Reduction
Humber impacted |
es dB(A]  Sites dB(A} Design Gozl?
Noise Study Segment 3 (Flagler Strest to SR 836 - See Appendix G Sheet 4)
Existing Shoulder
Mounted Noise Barrier | 12 175 2251400 2262+00 MiA
Segment to Remain
g’:;:'““’w“ :‘WHE;:: cae Represents the oplimal conceplual naise barrier design and is
e ssgf;;“g‘? t et recommended for further consideration and putiic ingut in the.
- (Replacement ot Applicable- Meets Nose Reduction Gaal: project’s design phase: Replaces existing barier with 14-foot-ai
Shﬂ::ec Mounied 1 1120 2262+00 273400 T L] 4 10 10.8 153 54T0.400 Replacement. Reasonable Cost Criveria Not YES barrier; Note that any of the 14-foot-tall shoulder mounied noise:
Naise B: Barriar Applicable barriers in be constructed an a retaining wall will need approval in
) wriinyg by the State Stuctures Design Engineer par FDOT's noise
peicy.
Segment 1of 2
(Shouider Mounted 1.500 ZZT0+00 32B5+00 Represents the lowest cost conceptual noise barrier design, The
FRoyal Paim Apariments - West of MNaise Barrier) canceptual design meets the Reasonableness Cost Criteria but
SR 826 Between W Flagler Street S8-1W 14 T 100 24 L] a2 &5 62 $1,491.000 $35.500 NO NO does not meet FOOT's 7.0 dB(A) Noise Reduction Design Goal. A
and SR 836 / NSA 100 Segment 2 of 2 Ramp - SR noise barrier is not recommended for further consideration ar public]
{Sheakder Mounted zps0 | zicscn | GEERC inpul Gurng e projects desipn phase al tis ocaton
Noise Barner) o6
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During construction of the project, there is the potential for noise impacts to be
substantially greater than those resulting from normal traffic operations because
heavy equipment is typically used to build roadways. In addition, construction
activities may result in vibration impacts. Therefore, early identification of potential
noise/vibration sensitive sites along the project corridor is important in minimizing
noise and vibration impacts. The project area does include residential,
commercial, and institutional land uses. Construction related noise and vibration
impacts to these sites will be minimized by adherence to the confrols listed in the
latest edition of the FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge
Construction. A reassessment of the project corridor for additional sites particularly
sensitive to construction noise and/or vibration will be performed during the final
design phase to ensure that impacts to such sites are minimized.

6.6.2 Viewshed

Impacts of views/vistas from/of SR 826 are anticipated to be limited as the
roadway is an existing facility. Alternatives 1 and 2 involve widening the roadway
at grade with new ramp configurations for the proposed express lanes.
Alternative 3 is likely to create a larger viewshed impact as it involves a second
and third level elevated express lane bridge system in the middle of the roadway.
This raised structure will also require a new ramp network and configuration.

The SR 826 corridor is approximately seven miles and is urbanized supporting a
wide range of land uses at varying densities. Development along the corridor
incorporates larger structures such as the Mall of the Americas, Dadeland Mall,
and several large office buildings. These larger buildings along with transportation
infrastructure including rail lines, bridges, and roadways all contribute to the
existing visual character of the area where large built elements are not
uncommon. Residential parcels make up approximately 62 percent of the land
use within a quarter mile of the project and occur at a smaller scale. As existing
structures these residences are unlikely to experience viewshed effects, unless
Alternative 3 is chosen as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). With the
development of Alternative 3, the elevated express lanes would become a
predominant visual feature along much of the corridor including in many
residential areas. This visual intrusion into residential areas may be objected to by
the public. However, the Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Port St Lucie Metropolitan Area
is among the ten largest metropolitan areas in the nation. Major infrastructure
such as elevated lanes are common in these major cities and would not be
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unique to SR 826. The proposed roadways would generally fit with the character
of other major infrastructure elements found in major metropolitan areas.

Continued public coordination is recommended to identify context sensitive
design solutions that lessen the visual impact of each alternative. Based on the
potential for contention related to project aesthetics, a Summary Degree of Effect
Moderate has been assigned to the Aesthetics issue.

6.7 Relocations

The conceptual design plans presented for all three alternatives shown in
Appendix A of this document identify several areas of expanded right-of-way.
Affected parcels and their corresponding land use are identified in Appendix C.
Of the three Build Alternatives, Alternative 3 requires the largest number of
affected parcels (54) with 30 potential relocations and 24 partial takings. Of the
30 potential relocations, 23 are single family homes (5.17 acres) and seven are
commercial properties (4.64 acres). The seven potential commercial relocations
involve the following: Maribelle Day Spa; two service stations [Chevron and Shell];
one retail building that includes a Gym Source, Allstate, Kendall Bait and Tackle,
and a framing store; Gulliver Preparatory School (private high school), and two
office buildings. Alternative 3 is the only build alternative that impacts the high
school. The 24 partial relocations impact an array of land uses that are presented
in the above referenced appendix. In total Alternative 3 impacts 11.65 acres.

Impacting a similar number of parcels (53) Alternative 2 would result in 25
potential relocations (6.86 acres) and 28 partial takings (2.00 acres), totaling 8.86
acres. Single family homes are impacted the most (5.11 acres) representing 21 of
the relocations. The four potential commercial relocations involve Maribelle Day
Spa, two service stations [Chevron and Shell], and an automotive store [Palmetto
Tires and Mt. Professional Window Tint and More]. Comparable to Alternative 3
there is a large range of land use classifications for the 28 partial takings.

Resulting in the fewest number of parcel impacts than any of the build
alternatives, Alternative 1 affects 36 parcels, of which 24 result in potential
relocations and 12 would require a partial taking. 4.49 acres or 20 single family
home parcels would be needed. Concerning commercial businesses, Maribelle
Day Spa, two service stations [Chevron and Shell], and an automotive building
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[Palmetto Tires and Mt. Professional Window Tint and More] would be impacted
should this be the preferred alternative.

While the overall degree of effect for this issue is substantial, vacant residential
properties make up just over 10 percent or 261 acres of the corridor giving those
affected the opportunity to relocate in their neighborhood. Additionally, no non-
residential uses have unique or special characteristics that are not likely to be
reestablished in the community. Furthermore, just under 3 percent (70) acres of
vacant non-residential property is available for purchase. To minimize the
unavoidable effects of ROW acquisition and displacement of people, the Florida
Department of Transportation will carry out a Right of Way and Relocation
Assistance Program in accordance with Florida Statute 421.55, Relocation of
Displaced Persons, and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-
17.

Based on the foregoing, a Summary Degree of Effect of Substantial has been
assigned to the Relocations issue.

A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan is currently being developed as part of the
FDOT PD&E Study. Once complete, that report will be issued under separate
cover. The findings of that report will be considered in the context of sociocultural
effects and incorporated into this document.
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7.0 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND RELATED ISSUES

7.1 Protected Populations in the Study Area

The project has been developed in accordance with the requirements of Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This project is being conducted without regard to
race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act provides that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, or family composition be
excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
subject to discrimination under any program of federal, state, or local
government.

Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations,” directs that Federal agencies
identify and address, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse health
or environmental effects of their programs, policies, and activities on minority
populations and low-income populations.

The US Environmental Protection Agency’s Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) provides guidance in identifying the presence of protected populations at
rates more likely to result disproportionate negative effect. Those thresholds are
described below.

e A 50 percent criterion population analysis to determine those area
geographies where minority and/or low income individuals equal to or
exceeded 50 percent of the population.

e A meaningfully greater criterion analysis in which minority and/or low-
income population percentages within individual geographies (census
block groups) were compared to the reference population (county) and
found to exceed the reference area population.

The demographic analysis included in Section 5.3 shows that the minority
population (race and Hispanic combined) exceeds 87 percent of the total
population, a figure similar to the county-wide average of 86 percent. A smaller
low-income population is present within the study area (13.8 percent) when
compared to the county (19.0 percent).
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7.2 Summary of Effects

As noted previously in Section 5.3, no displacement or isolation of any population
will result from the proposed improvements. However, the acquisition of
additional right-of-way will require a number of potential relocations regardless of
the build alternative chosen. The project will ultimately improve capacity,
operations (including freeway/interchange accessibility and freight movement),
safety, emergency evacuation multimodal access (bus operations/BRT), and
regional express lane network connectivity.

The proposed project will enhance local and regional mobility. Improved
freeway, interchange, and intersection operations benefit all drivers as
congestion is reduced in the general purpose lanes by those who chose to drive
in the variable-priced lane. Regardless of income category the county benefits
from these lanes through enhanced service for public service vehicles (police,
fire, and ambulances). Disadvantaged populations are historically more likely to
use transit as a mode of transportation. FDOT allows Miami Dade transit vehicles
to use the express lanes free of charge, which improves frequency and reliability.
Furthermore, FDOT is using toll revenue to help fund BRT in the Miami Dade County.

Minimal effects are expected to land use as existing and future land use is
unaffected other than the parcels requiring a potential relocation. A moderate
effect will be felt to economic activity from aloss in tax base, however, increased
access to employment centers could offset lost revenues.

Substantial impacts on relocations and social issues could be felt, though as
previously stated no displacement or isolation of any population will result from
the proposed improvements and relocation impacts will be mitigated through the
Uniform Relocation Act. Potential for public confroversy exists related to the
number of right-of-way takings. Additionally, some concern has been expressed
by the public regarding visual aesthetic and results of the noise analysis show 514
residencies and 12 special use sites would be negatively affected after mitigation.

Overall, when combined project effects are evaluated in the context of the
identified disadvantaged populations, community benefits are expected to
outweigh any potential negative effects.
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7.3 Disproportionate High and Adverse Effects

Order 5610.2a, Final DOT Environmental Justice Order directs that federal actions
avoid disproportionately high and adverse effects on minority populations and
low-income populations. EPA guidance suggests a comparative analysis be used
to consider the conditions faced by an appropriate comparison population when
establishing the presence of a disproportionality effect.

Project effects including negative noise, relocation, and visual impacts resulting
from the Build Alternatives occur throughout the project corridor with no single
area of focus. The rate of minority residents is also generally evenly distributed
along the project corridor with most census block groups containing minority rates
greater than 80 percent. With both population and effects generally evenly
distributed across the study area, disproportionality is difficult to establish.
Expanding the population comparison to the reference geography (Miami-Dade
County) again shows consistency in the presence and size of the minority
population within the region. Both the Study Area (87 percent) and county (86
percent) have similarly high minority population rates. It is not likely that the siting
of an alternative corridor anywhere in Miami-Dade County would affect a fewer
number of minority residents.

Based on the foregoing and though the majority of project effects fall primarily
on a minority population, those impacts are not disproportionate as minority
groups make up the majority of the population in Miami-Dade County. The Build
Alternative would noft result in disproportionately high and adverse effects on a
minority or low-income population.
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8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMITMENTS

8.1 Summary of Project Effects

The SCE Evaluation is intended to be a planning tool that incorporates community
values, quality of life, and socioeconomic interests into the fransportation
planning process. As documented in this evaluation, development of the
proposed express lanes would result in a range of community effects.

Project effects related to six key socioeconomic areas are documented in Table
8-1. In addition to the listing of effects, a degree of effect for each SCE area is
included to convey the overall character of expected impacts. Reference can
be made to Table 6-1 to identify additional information degrees of effect
assignment.

8.2 Conclusions

The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations (including
freeway/interchange accessibility and freight movement), safety, emergency
evacuation multimodal access (bus operations/BRT), and regional express lane
network connectivity on SR 826 from US 1/South Dixie Highway to SR 836/Dolphin
Expressway.

The need for this project is based on operational capacity, safety, freight
movement, and system linkage. Currently experiencing poor LOS and safety
issues due to design (capacity, weaving, merging, diverging, etc.) the proposed
express lanes are expected to provide motorists and transit users with a viable
option for consistent and dependable travel. The BRT service operating in the
express lanes will provide enhanced service to fransit riders. By connecting to the
express lanes network north of the project limits along SR 826 as well as those
planned for I-75 and I-95, a regional network will further improve mobility.
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Table 8 - 1: Summary of Sociocultural Effects with Degree of Effect

Effect
Areas of right-of-way acquisition both
residential and commercial
Temporary construction impacts

Limited to no direct effect on community

focal points
No division or isolation of existing
populations

Economic

Limited reduction in taxable land
Improved access to local business and
neighborhoods via express lanes
Supports freight movement

Improves access in specially designated
“Opportunity Zone™

Land Use

Project occurs in existing urban
environment
Existing land use will remain the same

No direct negative impacts to community

focal points

Mobility

Temporary disruptions to traffic
Reduced traffic congestion
Improves safety

Improved regional access

A part of the regional express lane
network

Aesthetics

Potential increased visual awareness of
the corridor

Potential for public concern

514 residencies and 12 special use sites
would be negatively affected by noise
after mitigation

Degree of Effect

Substantial

Minimal

Minimal

Enhanced

Moderate

Relocations

24 to 30 potential relocations, with 36 to
54 parcels impacted

Right-of-way takes are to support express

lane on and off ramps

Substantial

The Build Alternatives are expected to improve congestion that often creates a
barrier surrounding neighborhoods. This will further improve access to local
business and activity centers, spurring economic development. Additionally, the
Build Alternatives will help support the expected population growth identified in
the Miami Dade 2040 LRTP. Due to SR 826 being an existing facility the future land
use appears to be consistent with what is now present as well as with what the
Build Alternatives propose. The integrity of existing communities will be maintained
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and impacts to community cohesion are anticipated to be minimal. Emergency

evacuations and response time will also see an improvement from the added
operational capacity.

Impacts to views/vistas along the project corridor are unlikely to be experienced
by residencies, unless Alternative 3 is chosen as the Locally Preferred Alternative
(LPA). The noise analysis shows 514 residencies and 12 special use sites would be
negatively affected after mitigation, which has been shown to be of public
concern. Major infrastructure such as elevated lanes are common in major cities
and would not be unique t